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Welcome back to the collecting of coppers and to P-W after the holidays. 
Included with this issue are some extra pages to be substituted for the 
respective pages in the November P-W. Neither I nor Bill Parks was satisfied 
with the quality of the coin plates or Dr. Sheldon's picture, and we have re- 
printed them. I'm sure that you'll agree that these reproductions are much 
better than those which appeared in the November issue. 

Thanks to all of you who sent Christmas cards or telephoned greetings to 
the Editor and to other members of the p-W staff during the holiday season just 
past. It's nice to feel appreciated! 

We have another great issue in store for you this month. I'm sure there's 
something for all of you to enjoy. The "half centers" should feel especially 
elated, as a number of the articles relate to the "little half sisters". 

This preface is being written on New Year's Eve at 9 P.M. All the 
material received by this date, which is the preset deadline, has been included. 
If you have forwarded an article or an ad for Swaps & Sales at the very last 
minute and you don't find it in this issue, you now know why. The deadline for 
material to appear in the March issue of P-W is February 28, so please get it 
in on time. The preset deadline will be observed and no last minute arrivals 
will be accepted. Because mail delivery in New York City takes about a week, 
all material should be forwarded by you no later than February 21 . 

Don't forget to pay your 1 978 dues if you haven't done so already. If you 
miss receiving the March issue, better check your check stubs. The treasurer, 
who releases the mail tags to Bill Parks for mailing, assures me that any 
delinquent member will be deleted from the roster after this issue. Likewise, 
make sure that the treasurer has your correct mailing address - we have many 
returns each issue because of improper addresses - this costs EAC money and 
all of us a lot of valuable time. Please do your part it will help us a lot! 

Last of all, remember that P-W is your forum - it can't exist without your 
articles, your ideas, your comments. If you see an article about another 
EACer or by him, clip it out and mail it to us. Your Editor tries hard to keep 
up with current publications, but a lot of times things can be overlooked. Like- 
wise, give us some ideas of what you'd like to see in print - that can help too. 
But, above all, be a little active in EAC - let us know that you're out there - 
and we'll work that much harder to please you. 

Enough of the philosophy! Don't forget the annual meeting in Los Angeles - 
try to get there if you can. And finally, a very happy, healthy, prosperous, 
and cherrypicking 1978 to each and every one of you bless you all! 

WarrenA. Lapp, M.D. 

Editor & Publisher 
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PROPOSED NEW MEMBERS 


The following applicants for membership in EAC have submitted their 
applications since the November issue. Their applications will be acted upon 
favorably by the Membership Oommittee as of February 28 if no derogatory 
letters are received from the present EAC members . If any caindidacy is sub- 
ject to question, please contact the Membership Chairman, Robert W. Miller, 
P. O. Box 428, Saddle Brook, N. J. 07662. 

Scott H. Williams, 2538 West Calle Genova, Tucson, AZ 85705 

James E. Koenings, 2962 Viewcrest Lane, Riverside, CA 92503 

Bruce M. Reinoehl, M.D., 933 Trafalger Lane, East Lansing, MI 48823 

Gayle L. Stcinton, Route 2, Box 238, Centralia, WA 98531 

Gary F. Leanz, P. O. Box 136, Morgantown, PA 19543 

Butler M. Gainder, 639 Oakwood Drive, Glastonbury, CT 06033 

Frank H. Stillinger, 21 6 Noe Avenue, Chatham, NJ 07928 

R. Craig Kammerer, P. O. Box 7110, Van Nuys, CA 91409 

Change of Address 

William K. Raymond, 4066 East Balch Avenue, Fresno, CA 93702 
Rejoining 


Paul M. Carter, 87 Pearl Street, Middleboro, MA 02346, #164 

STAFF of PENNY-WISE 

Editor and Publisher - Warren A. Lapp, M.D,, 731 E. 22nd Street, Brooklyn, 

New York 11210 

Managing Editors and Edirotial Consultants - Herb Silberman 

William J. Parks 

Contributing and Consulting Editors - John D . Wright 

Denis W. Loring 
Walter Breen 

Legal Advisor - Milton Pfeffer, Esq., 1 East 57th Street, NY, NY 10022 

Cffset printer - William J. Parks, 1705 N. Westmoreland Drive, 

Crlando, Florida 32804 

Typist and Mimeographer - Mrs. Margaret Beeler, 1201 N. Denning Drive, 

Winter Park, Florida 32789 


- 2 - 


STRAY PUNCH BLUNDERS ON LARGE CENTS AND HALF CENTS 


David D . Gladfelter 

A newly discovered diecutter's error has been reported in the catalogue 
of the marvelous Jack Collins collection. The error, on Newcomb-9 of 1854, 
is of a very perplexing type - one that I'll call a stray punch blunder. 

By "stray punch blunder", I mean a goof of major proportions, not some- 
thing relatively insignificant such as a mispunched letter or digit, or even an 
upside-down date. This is the presence of a numeral, letter, or logolype in 
a completely unexpected place on the die, a place where it most certainly does 
not belong, a place so far away from its proper one that in repunching the 
letter or digit correctly, the diecutter would not even touch the blundered 
portion . 

In describing the 1 854 N-9, Newcomb mentioned a "plain defect on lower 
right edge of ear, another on inner right top. . . .and a curved scratch closer to 
right of Y" . It now appears that the defects on the ear are vestiges of the 
numeral 1 , and the curved scratch is a remnant of the upper left outside arc 
of an 8, made by the logotype used to punch the date into the die. In addition, 
although they were not described by Newcomb, the right base and crosslet of 
the digit 4 may be seen in the curls just above the tip of the 5 in the date, while 
very faint lines representing the upright and diagonal stroke of the 4 may be 
seen on the shoulder between the truncation line and the bottom of the curl on 
the neck. 

It appears that, on the 1854 cents, a three-digit logotype was used to 
punch in the figures 185 of the date, the 4 being punched in separately. The 
conclusion follows from Newcomb's observation that on different varieties of 
that date, the spacing between the 5 and the 4 is sometimes very close, other 
times well apart. 

Thus, to produce this variety, it would seem that the diecutter, after 
hubbing Miss Liberty's head and surrounding stars into the working die, sank 
the 185 logotype into her hair and back of her head, then poked an extra 4 into 
her hair and neck as an added touch, before finally locating the entire date in 
its correct place. As the cataloguer of the Collins collection said, in describ- 
ing the 1854 N-9, lot 997; "This die must have been used as a 'dart board' by 
someone at the Mint who used date punches for darts! " 

The Collins cataloguer called the N-9 a "spectacular blundered obverse 
die", which does seem a bit hyperbolic, considering that the blunders had gone 
unnoticed for the past 120 years. To me, the stray punch blunders are much 
like those children's puzzles where you look at a forest and gradually spot 
animals concealed therein; or like the Hirschfield cartoons in which the artist's 
daughter's name, Nina, is hidden in obscure places. Because the die blunders 
in most cases are not obvious, the die sinkers who caused them (not only James 
B. Longacre, but several others as well) probably were content to allow them 
to remain, to be discovered generations later by the sharp eyes of Newcomb, 
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Breen, Collins, Wright, Reiver, and others. Who knows how many additional 
stray punch blunders are waiting out there to be discovered? 

I am presently aware of seven such die blunders occurring on half cents 
and large cents, two being on the former and five on the latter. At the risk of 
repeating what has already been very capably described, I am presenting a 
brief listing of them here; 

1 . 1797 half cent. Obverse Die 1 , appearing on CMM-1 , Gilbert-4. This 

is the well-known "1 over 1 " variety. Cohen points out that there also are dots 
over the 7's of the date. As to how the blunder was caused, Cohen says he 
believes that the features were caused by a punch used as the first step in en- 
graving the date. The reason for the blundered 1 being thinner than the digit 
below, and for the dots over the 7's, may well be that an ineffectual attempt 
was made to remove the blunder (which may have involved additional digits) by 
lapping the die. This error is by far the most obvious of its kind and the one 
longest known to the numismatic fraternity. 

2. 1831 half cent. Reverse Die A, appearing on CMM-1 , Gilbert-1; re- 
used in 1832, Reverse Die A, appearing on CMM-1 , Gilbert-2. This is the 
"accessory E" reverse, first reported by Jules Reiver (P-W No. 19 - Vol. 4, 
137, July, 1970, therein illustrated). The lower left side of the E, or whatever 
it is, protrudes from beneath the highest group of leaves, under the letter E in 
STATES . Reiver added the startling information that vestiges of what appears 
to be the date 1833 may also be seen in the leaves of the wreath. "How, or why, 
these things happened can be anybody's guess", he concluded. Cohen notes only 
that "the lower left side of a letter" appears on the reverse die, adding, "The 
reason for this is unknown, but it appears that am impression was made in the 
die prior to the striking of the hub". 

3. 1827 cent. Reverse Die A, appearing on N-1 , 6, and 10. This is the 
Crosseyed Reverse, first reported and illustrated by John D. Wright (P-W 
Nos. 53 and 54, Vol. 10, pp 87 and 155, March and May, 1976; further dis- 
cussed in P-W No. 58, Vol. II, pp 5, 6, and 10, January, 1977). Two I's are 
buried in the wreath below T of UNITED, one lying slightly across the other. 

4. 1837 cent. Reverse Die H, appearing on N-1 2. This is the "accessory 
E" of the large cents, first reported by Jules Reiver (P-W No. 12, Vol. 3, 

p 91 , May, 1969; therein illustrated). The stary letter appears in the wreath 
below E of AMERICA. The twenty-first leaf covers most of the E, but the top, 
bottom, and center serifs show. Reiver called the blunder "an excellent example 
of an engraver's error, caprice, or possibly a commentary on his drinking 
habits" . 

5. 1844 cent, not in Newcomb. Existence of the variety was reported by 
Walter Breen in PROOF COINS STRUCK BY THE UNITED STATES MINT, 
p 22, (1953), although the blunder was there described only as "small spine 
from bust point". John D. Wright in P-W No. 8 (Vol, 2, pp 183-4, September, 

1 968) pointed out that the spine actually was the serif of a 1 , with the top loop 
of the adjacent 8 superimposed on the bust. These defects were attributed to 
"Longacre's ineptness as a die-sinker". Wright added that the period of 
Longacre's tenure as Mint Engraver (1844-1869) "abounds with recut amd 
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blundered dates in all denominations". This is a Proof-only variety, which in 
itself is surprising, since Proof dies supposedly represented the mint engravers' 
best workmanship . 

6. 1854 cent. Obverse Die 3, appearing on N-3. This was the first of the 
1854 "4 in curls" varieties to be discovered. What Newcomb referred to as a 
"three-sided square defect in curls below bust aind over left side of figure 5" 
was correctly described as a numeral 4 in the curls by John D. Wright (P-W 
No. 27, Vol. 5, p 227, November, 1971; therein illustrated). Credit for the 
discovery was given to Alan Meghrig . 

7. The aforementioned N-9 of 1854. 

A peculiarity of all these blunders except two (the "accessory E" half cent 
reverse and the "Crosseyed Reverse" of the 1827 cent) is that the blundered 
character or characters are oriented in the same position on the die as the 
characters in their correct position - that is to say, they are right side up with 
reference to the properly placed characters . This suggests that the die sinkers 
may have used a jig or template as an aid in punching the date digits and legend 
letters into the working dies, and that the cause of the blunders may have been 
the loosening or breaking of a set screw or other fastening device, causing the 
jib to move but not to tilt. This, of course, is speculation. We may never know 
to what extent the stray punch blunders were the product of an intentional act, 
negligence, or even am unavoidable accident. 

more about H. R. NEWCOMB 

Early in the fall, David Gladfelter wrote to Norman Stack to see if he 
could get more information on the hand lettering used by H . R. Newcomb in the 
publication of his book U. S. COPPER CENTS 1816-1857. 

David received a reply from Mr. Stack, dated October 25, 1977. Mr. Stack 
wrote as follows: 

"Because of the hand-drawn illustrations, it was determined that the copy 
should be by hand also, as a more personal style of presentation. 

Newcomb, to the best of my knowledge, did not have any assistance in the 
lettering of the manuscript. The original style, form, and measurements were 
set out by Dorothy Faxton, to which Newcomb adhered. 

George H. Clapp, however, rendered far more assistance to Newcomb 
than the preface would indicate, the formal statement notwithstanding." 

In his note to the Editor, enclosing Mr. Stack's letter, David pointed out 
that the above seems to contradict Ray Williamson's recollection on several 
points. He suggests that maybe Dorothy Faxton (if still alive and wherever she 
may be) could clear up the mystery, possibly also Willard Blaisdell. 

************* 
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HOW MANY DIFFERENT VARIETIES OF LARGE CENTS ARE THERE? 


Jules Reiver 

At the recent EAC Mid-Atlantic Regional Meeting, one of the things 
discussed was the question of how many large cent varieties exist. I brought 
out a list which I maintain for my own use, and the group at the meeting 
accepted it with a few changes: (1) it was decided not to include the Jefferson 

Head cents, since apparently they were not issued by the U. S. Mint and belong 
in a special group consisting of restrikes, patterns, etc.; and (2) cents with 
known die matings but with different edge devices were treated as sub-varieties, 
e.g. 1794 NC4 would be S-1 7b (which it is now), whether or not it is unique; 
1794 NC7 becomes S-20b; etc. 

As for the middle date and late date cents, it was agreed to include as 
one variety all those coins struck from the same pair of dies: hence, 1847 

N-3 and N-33, which are products of the same obverse and reverse dies, 
become N-3; 1847 N-24 and N-25 are combined; as are 1852 N-1 and N-2. 
However, 1850 N-8 should not be included, as it has been determined with 
reasonable certainty that it is really N-9. All of the late date new discoveries 
which I have verified have been included. Four or five varieties listed by 
Newcomb also have been included, even though their existence is doubtful, 
and they may be dropped at a later date. 

Names of the different varieties also were discussed at some length. 

John Wright likes the name "Matron Head" for the Coronet type which first 
appeared in 1816, while Jim Mace suggested the name "Narrow Bust" for the 
new type beginning in 1835. "Beaded Hair Cord" describes the change made 
in 1837, but it is not a good name since all of the cents struck from 1 838 
through 1857 have beaded hair cords. For the series from 1839 to 1843, I 
prefer "Petite Head" inasmuch as the heads on that series are the smallest 
of any of the head used. In his talk linking the development of the large cent 
with the life of Miss Liberty, George Ramont used the term "Mature Head" 
for the series beginning in 1843 and ending in 1857. 


Any such list of the different varieties certainly will require periodic 
revision. There probably are many who will argue with the listings, aind it 
may be that no agreement as to the definite number of varieties can be 
reached. However, the EACers of the Mid-Atlantic Region think this is a 
good start, and we welcome any comments or suggested changes. Please 
write to: 


The listings follow: 


Jules Reiver 
1 802 Forrest Road 
Wilmington, Delaware 19810 


EARLY DATES; 


Date & Type 

Sheldon Nos , 

NC 

Total 

1 793 Chain 

4 

1 

5 

Wreath 

7 

4 

1 1 

Liberty Cap 

5 

- 

5 

1794 Liberty Cap 

56 

7 

63 

1 795 Liberty Cap 

7 

1 

8 

1 796 Liberty Cap 

1 1 

- 

1 1 

1796 Draped Bust 

28 

6 

34 

1 797 " " 

24 

7 

31 

1 798 " " 

44 

2 

46 

1 799 " *’ 

2 

1 

3 

1 800 " *' 

23 

5 

28 

1 801 " " 

12 

4 

1 6 

1 802 " " 

1 8 

2 

20 

1 803 " " 

23 

1 

24 

1 804 " " 

1 

- 

1 

1 805 " " 

3 

- 

3 

1 806 " " 

1 

- 

1 

1 807 " " 

6 

- 

6 

1808 Turban Head 

3 

- 

3 

1 809 " " 

1 

- 

1 

1810 " " 

5 

- 

5 

1811 •' " 

2 

- 

2 

1 81 2 " " 

4 

- 

4 

1 813 " " 

2 

- 

2 

1 81 4 " " 

2 

- 

2 

Total 

294 

41 

335 

MIDDLE DATES: 
Type & Date 

Additional 
Newcomb Nos . 

Proofs 

Total 

Matron Head 
181 6 

9 


9 

1817 

1 7 


1 7 

1818 

10 


10 

1 819 

10 


10 

1820 

15 


15 

1 821 

2 


2 

1822 

12 1 


13 

1 823 

2 


2 

1824 

5 


5 

1 825 

9 


9 

1 826 

8 


8 

1827 

12 


12 

1 828 

12 


12 

1829 

9 


9 

1830 

1 1 


11 
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MIDDLE DATES; continued 


Type & Date 

Newconnb Nos. 

Additional 

Proofs 

Total 

Matron Head (Continued) 




1831 

13 



13 

1832 

3 



3 

1833 

6 



6 

1834 

6 


1 

7 

1 835 

11 

1 


1 2 

Narrow Bust 





1 835 

5 



5 

1836 

7 



7 

1837 

12 



1 2 

1839 

1 



1 

Beaded Hair Cord 





1 837 

4 



4 

1838 

13 

2 


15 

1 839 

2 



2 

Silly Head 





1839 

2 



2 

Booby Head 





1839 

8 

1 


9 

Total 

339 

5 

1 

345 

LATE DATES: 





Type & Date 

Newcomb Nos. 

Additional 

Proofs 

Total 

Petite Head 





1839 

1 



1 

1840 

13 



13 

1841 

6 


1 

7 

1842 

9 

1 


10 

1843 

10 

1 

1 

12 

Mature Head 





1843 

2 

2 


4 

1844 

7 



7 

1845 

13 

1 

1 

1 5 

1846 

21 



21 

1847 

38 


1 

39 

1848 

34 

7 

1 

42 

1849 

23 

5 

1 

29 

1 850 

22 

3 


25 

1851 

34 

10 


44 

1 852 

21 

1 


22 

1853 

33 



33 

1854 

24 

1 


25 

1855 

1 1 


1 

12 

1856 

19 

1 

1 

21 

1857 

3 


2 

5 

Total 

344 

33 

10 

387 
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RECAPITULATION: 


Type 

Listed Varieties 

NC or Additional 

Proof Only 

Total 

Chain 

4 

1 


5 

Wreath 

7 

4 


11 

Liberty Cap 

79 

8 


87 

Draped Bust 

185 

28 


213 

T urban Head 

19 



19 

Matron Head 

182 

2 

1 

185 

Narrow Bust 

25 



25 

Beaded Hair Cord 

19 

2 


21 

Silly Head 

2 



2 

Booby Head 

8 

1 


9 

petite Head 

39 

2 

2 

43 

Mature Head 

305 

31 

8 

344 

Total 

874 

79 

11 

964 




EAC EAST COAST REGIONAL MECTING 

Chuck Heck announces the following call of a meeting: "Ernest H. Bain, 

President of the Metropolitan Numismatic Convention, has notified me that 
EAC will have a meeting room at the upcoming Metropolitan convention which 
will be held at the Barbizon Plaza Hotel in New York City this spring. 

The EAC regional meeting will be held on Friday, March 31 , 1978, at 
7:30 P.M, The exact room in which it will be held has not been assigned as 
yet, but it will probably be the Board Room. 

So, to all EAC members, let's plan to get together and have a good 
time! 


:{c3(e:)c:lc:4c9(c:jcsfc3|c^:(c:f()|( 
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CENTS OF 1834 


John D. Wright 


Seven varieties of cents bear the 1834 date. These are matings of five 
obverse and seven reverse dies, likely accounting for most if not all of the 
1 ,855,100 pieces delivered in 1834 and many more into 1835. One variety 
is Proof— only and is not impossibly a later— date construct. 

The Proof-only variety (NT) is known by only three examples and is quite 
similar to the other large-date variety (N6), which is why its distinct identity 
was so long overlooked. The other six varieties of 1834 are sufficiently 
different that each could be considered a distinctive "type" as characterized 
by size of date, stars, reverse letters, and type of dentilation. 


Until this year the dentilation on cents had been of a single style and 
(except for the 1 835-struck 1 831) nearly of a single size. An obvious change 
was made in the cent-dentilation in 1834. A finer, narrower dentilation was 
introduced that would be the cent standard for the next three years or so . And 
one peculiar pair of dies shows an "embattled" rim— precurser to the adopted 
rim of 1 838 and later . The embattled rim (obviously an experiment) is found 
on the only "no mystery" Proof variety of this year — the one produced for 
diplomatic presentation sets (see Newman & Bressett’s The Fantastic 1 804 
Dollar, chapters 8 and 9). This came quite late in 1834, though the dies were 
subsequently used extensively for regulation coinage. 

Proof examples of 1834 cents come from only two pairs of dies. Normally, 
one of these varieties should conform to the usual practice of stricking collector- 
specimens at the start of the year. The other obviously arose from John 
Forsyth's order in November 1834, for presentation sets for the King of Siam 
and the Imaum of Muscat (to be delivered to Edmund Roberts in December). 

One would expect the 1834 start-of-year Proof dies to conform to 1833 
particulars and to be reused on regulation strikes, while the December issue 
should be either 1 835-conforming or experimentally new, but in either case 
should not appear plentifully (if at all) on regulation strikes. 

Naturally, fact usually tends to confound the prettiest of theories. The 
anomalous Proof-only dies are quite similar to 1831 cents, but not to those of 
1833. They use a new large-8 punch not seen before, and the reverse legend 
is large as on cents before 1 833 (but not 1833). This variety is known by three 
Proof examples and no regulation strikes. This is the logical candidate for the 
December Proof, but the examples found in the King of Siam set and the Mint 
Cabinet (along with their 1 804 class one dollar) are from the other pair of Proof 
dies. The absence of business strikes using either of these dies suggests 
strongly that there may have been no start-of-1 834 Proofs and that these three 
examples may have been produced a decade or more after the date on their 
faces, during the "special coins by order" era. 

The Decembei — Proof variety has small stars as on all but one 1 835 and a 
radically different dentilation (both dies), unseen on any other cent before or 
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since (but sonnewhat akin to the cent dentilation of 1838-1857). These dies 
are a unique, mated pair, undoubtedly specially prepared for the presentation 
order. They were used together new (unbroken) for the Proof strikes (King of 
Siam, Smithsonian, Clarke, etc.) and a few business strikes, then the ob- 
verse was used extensively with another (small dentil) reverse until the 
reverse became rusted and broken and the obverse broke, then was reunited 
(now broken) with its original mate for more Proofs (Newcomb, Sawicki, etc.) 
and for many more business strikes. The late preparation (likely December 
1834) and extensive use of these dies almost guarantees that many of the 1834- 
dated cents were struck in 1835. Breen's speculation that the 1835 
presentation-set strikes may also have been from these dies would seem to 
tally with their second Proof usage (with cracked obverse). 

The emission-sequence worked out for 1834 cents can't hope to reflect the 
interrupted marriages, the questionable dates of manufacture, and the com- 
plete enigma of the Proof-only variety. The best we could hope for is a group- 
ing by style, placing the identical-to-1 833 variety first and the presentation 
dies last. Inaccuracies in this "convenience arrangement" are covered in the 
individual variety-discussions. 

This fascinating year presents a challenge even if the Proof-only variety 
is discounted, as one variety is scarce in any grade and prohibitive in choice 
condition, while another is moderately difficult in Mint State. Discounting the 
Proof-only still leaves six varieties, each sufficiently distinctive as to rate 
minor type-status . And, as mentioned for 1832-3, the percentage of chatter- 
strikes is increasing daily as the old presses wheeze toward their own 
"valley of the shadow" . 


Cent 1 Sm Date, Lg*, Broad dentils N-2 (2-B) 

Sm Letters, PLD PR 

Obverse 1 ; Stars 1,7,10 point between dentils, and stars 9, 12 nearly do. 
Sixth star points far right of the coronet tip. Date has small figures and 
is moderately spaced. Large dentils as on cents of 1833 and before. 

Stars are large, as on earlier cents. LIBERTY has IB even, and the tops 
of E, R, Y each lower than their predecessor. Tops of IBE are recut. 

Reverse A: Key leaves point PR, FPR, FPR, SPC. Small legend, small 

denomination, large dentils. Highest leaftip ends nearer O than S. R 
is boldly recut to its left. ONE CENT has O leaning left, both N's 
strongly doubled, both E's with patched lower left serif (the first E with 
patch, second E strongly outlined above), and T with a bold lump 

under the center of its foot. Bold, medium center dot. 

Striking variations: Obverse is cracked lightly thru the inner points of all 
stars, often extending to tops of 1 and 4. Reverse is cracked from rim 
thru top of S , center of T, left foot of A, to wreath under TE, and along 
the wreath under S OF. Another crack runs from leaftip under R, past 


I to base of C, center of A, to rim opposite the stemtip. On later strikes 
the first crack takes an abrupt radial turn, passing thru the left foot of the 
first A in AMERICA toward the rim. 

Discussion: R1 , common in all grades. Around a dozen 65’s are known, 

followed by numerous 60+’s and several hundred 60*s, at least a third of 
which are chatter-struck. This is the only exactly-like-1 833 variety of 
the year. It commands no variety premium. 

Cent 2 Sm Date, Lg*, Narrow dentils N-1 (1 -A) 

Sm Letters, PLC FPR 

Obverse 2: Stars 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 13 point bebA/een dentils, though this is much 

harder to determine with the new fine, narrow dentils found on this and 
subsequent dies. After this variety, this feature will not be mentioned — 
partially due to a lack of variability, but primarily because this distinction 
is unnecessarily fine with the narrow dentilation. Stars are large, with 
sixth star far right of the coronet tip. Date has small figures, with 83 
notably closer than 1 8 or 34. Tenth star points a hair above the dimple 
in the hairbun — the only 1834 thus. LI are recut below (I boldly so) and 
E at its centerbar, with IBE even and joined at their bases. Top of R is 
well below E and slightly below T. Tops of TY are very close and even. 

A vertical gravei — cut joins the back edges of the curl before the ear. 

Reverse B: Key leaves point NR FPR, FPR, FPR. Small legend, small 

denomination, narrow dentils. Highest leaftip is nearer C than S. The 
leaftip that normally ends under C extends to the center of the left foot 
of the final A. Final A is more than its own width from the stem. All 
five E's have broken lower left serif — the ones in UNITED and denomina- 
tion being patched, and the others left unrepaired. Short, square point 
extends from inner leaftip above CN. Denomination has all the character- 
istics of the previous reverse — left-leaning C, patched E's, doubled N's, 
first E with long patch and second outlined above, and lump below T. 

The center dot is smaller and not as bold as on the previous reverse. 

Striking variations: Cbverse is cracked thru outer points of *2, center of *3, 

inner points of *4-11 , center of *12, to outer point of *13. A considerable 
amount of crumbling disfigures *4. Reverse is occasionally found perfect, 
but is usually cracked from center of final A thru stemtip, ribbon, bases 
UNITED STATES, and center of OF A. The "massive R DB" mentioned 
in WEj's LC1 67C was a damaged coin, not a die break. 

Discussion: R1 , common in all grades. At least six 65's are known, well 

over a hundred MS examples in all, around a third of them with strong 
doubling. Type as last, but for the new, narrow dentilation. There's 
no premium on this one. 
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Cent 3 


Lg Date, Lg *, 18 very close 
Lg Lett, Dentil dots II 


N-7 (7-G) 


Obverse 3: Large stars, large date, narrow dentils with a nearly complete 

inner circle stringing their tips K6-2 and behind the dentils K2-K6. 

Sixth star is far right of the coronet tip. All stars have one point narrower 
than the others and the second point clockwise from this one is shorter. 
This is a different star-punch than previously used eind has been called 
"medium stars" even though there is no real size-distinctive between it 
and the earlier star-punch. This die is quite similar to the next obverse, 
which see for distinctives . 

Reverse C: Key leaves point NR, R, SPC, SPC. Short, narrow dentils, 

strung by a light IC. Large legend, large denomination, narrow, short 
dentils. I of UNITED is perfectly dotted by a dentil. All letter-punches 
are perfect. First T of STATES is coubled on its left upright. Feet of 
TA are rather close, AT even closer, with TE well apart. Feet of 
AMER are all evenly close, and final A is well away from the stem. E 
of CENT is lightly recut inside its upper pendant. T of CENT has a lump 
below as on the next reverse (qv.). Small center dot. 

Striking variations; Obverse has a hairline crack from rim over *6, barely 
missing *7, thru outer point of *8 to outer point of *9. Reverse is perfect. 

Discussion: R8-, no regulation-strikes known. Three Proofs are known from 

these two dies, neither of which appears on any other cent variety. 

Newcomb bought his from Morgenthau (6/42:355), and noticed it was 
different from N6. The variety was still considered Unique when the 
Newcomb late dates were sold intact to Floyd Starr in 1945, now in the 
Starr estate. This is far the best of the three, being the only pristine 
exampl e . 

The second "Proof A-6" to be identified as N7 was one traded privately 
by French to C. M. Williams, appearing in the Williams sale (A. Kosoff 
11/50:404), to Naftzger, thence to Chris Peterson when REN obtained 
the third example, and on to Floyd Starr, currently in the Starr estate. 
This one is horribly cleaned, was listed in the Williams sale as "N7, 
impaired Proof". The third is the second-best of the lot, from the French 
catalogue, lot 540 as "A6, Proof", to T . J. Clarke, then privately to 
REN. This one is bluntly struck and lightly hairlined — the plate coin for 
this article (thanks again, Ted). Premium? Proof large cents are in a 
class of their own — whatever the buyer and seller agree on establishes 
the price. Meanwhile, while waiting for the Starr estate to come onto the 
market (if ever), I've been hopefully (and unsuccessfully) looking at a 
lot of N6's . 
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Cent 4 


Lg Date, Lg*, 3 low 


N-6 (6-F) 


Lg Lett, Ctr Serif F broken 

Obverse 4: Large stars, large date, narrow dentils, with IC at the dentil- 

cips K8-1 1 and behind the dentils K11-1 . Sixth star is far right of the 
coronet tip. Date has oversized 8, with 18-4 even and 3 notably low. 

18 are closer than the Proof-only die. The stars appear to be from the 
same star-puncheons as the Proof-only variety — at least the distinctive 
style is the same (six separate petals rather than one six-pointed unit). 
LIBERTY has L below I below BE, with L recut on its base, BE at center, 

R at upper left and T at top. Bases of TY are weak, repunched heavier, 
giving both letters a weak lower upright. T leans left and is well apart 
from R at both top and bottom. The field behind LIBERTY is striated, 
with a light line joining the centers of IB . 

Reverse D: Key leaves point PC+, PC, PC, C. Large legend, large denomina- 

tion, narrow, short dentils. F has top pendant of centerbar broken off. 

Feet of ME are much more apart than AM or ER. Foot of final A is near 
the stem. T of CENT has a lump below its foot. Small center dot. 

Striking variations; Obverse is always cracked from center of 1 thru outer 
points of all stars to crossbar of 4, continuing on thru lower part of 3, 
bases of 8 and 1 , to rim beyond. Reverse is cracked lightly from rim at 
bottom thru tops of UNITED and beyond. Obverse also comes lightly 
lapped, with lowest curl nearly severed and radial flow-lines removed, 
leaving field and background of RTY smooth. Reverse is quite often found 
with RICA weakly struck. 

Discussion: R3, scarce but by no means rare except in MS. 65 , 60 , 60 , 60, 

. 55, 50. There may be one more or one less 60-coin so far ferreted out, 
depending on overlap of the known auction examples . At least seven 50*s 
are known and well over a dozen XF's. The best (by far) is the Elrod- 
Agnew (Kosoff 1 2/52;800)-Naftzger example. Other MS examples are 
DuPont 732, W. F. Morgan 6/32:264, ANA 58:548, and French: 541 -Mehl 
6/45:1815, all of which are currently untraced. Descriptions show these 
five to be at least three distinct coins, likely four, and possibly five. 

The 55 is one Del Bland sold to Jack Collins some years ago. Being a 
separate Red Book ’’type" coin, the variety premium is exactly the type- 
premium on this one, which is a nominal increment over the SD/SS/SL 
type. 

Cent 3 Lg Date, Lg*, 3 low N-5 (5-E) 

Sm Lett, PLS NC 

Obverse 4; Same obverse as last, always heavily lapped. Feet of TY are 
severed, as almost is the lower curl. Flow lines are quite apparent on 
the head, coronet, hair, but not in the fields or behind RTY. A "chip" 
has developed at the dentil-tip midway between *8, 9. 
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Reverse E; Key leaves point NC, NC, C, NC. Small legend, small 

denomination. Dentilation is the old, broad type, though now weakened 
and indistinct on this worn-out die. In the denomination, O leans left, 

N is recut at lower right, E is low, and E of CENT is boldly doubled above. 
Small center dot. This is the same die as 1831 N3 and 1835 N1 , 5, struck 
all of these. This was the last-struck 1834, but is placed here for con- 
venience sake. Reverse die is lapped, flowlined and dishing at edge, and 
is almost always weak at bottom . 

Striking variations; See die-description paragraphs. 

Discussion: R5-, a bit rare and quite popular . 60 , 55 , 55 , 55 , 50 , 50. The 

only completely MS example is one Del Bland turned up at CSNS 76, to 
Jerry Bobbe and Myles Gerson, who traded it at EAC 77 to REN. At least 
two of the 55-coins and one of the 50 's are MS coins with some problem. 
The H. Chapman-Millei — Elder 4/17:910 example (currently untraced) was 
a lusterless olive MS coin with weak areas (as on nearly all of this variety). 
The one I turned up in Minnesota in 1976, likely ex Ruby though it was not 
in either of the Ruby sales, is unusually sharply-struck — an MS example 
that has been stripped, now toned almost natural. The Gaskill coin (NN 
50;1 559-WCB-REN) is here listed as a 55-coin on a report, though it may 
be only the 50 it was listed in the sale catalogue. The Book-Clapp-ANS 
coin (reverse plate here), listed as 50, would be MS but for minor 
corrosion spots. The Hines-Sheldon-Starr coin is also a 50, as is one 
Del Bland sold to Robbie Brown a few years ago. These are followed by 
five at 45, another one or two 40 's, over a dozen VP’s, another dozen or 
so Fine, and others lower. This variety is both rare and popular, so does 
command a noticeable premium. It is also a one-variety type (LD/LS/ 

SL), so its variety- premium is its type-premium as listed in the Red Book. 

Cent 6 Lg Date, Sm*, Embattled rim N-4 (4-D) 

Sm Legend, Lg Denom. 

Obverse 5: Embattled rim — the only large cent obverse clearly thus before 

1838. Actually, this is the first appearance of the double rim that will 
become the cent stcindard (with narrower dentils) in 1838, but on worn 
eind/or late struck examples the "two-level" dentilation feature is not 
apparent. Large date with 3 a touch low, small, more sharply-pointed 
stars. The sixth star is the least hair left of the coronet tip. Evidences 
of manual die touchup abound — most notably around pupil of eye, on upper 
lip, ear, and lower hair. Feet of LIB are successively higher, with tops 
of IBE recut (strongest on B). R is notably weaker than other letters. 

Reverse F: Key leaves point S PC, NR, PC+, C. Small legend, large 

denomination, narrow dentils, strung at their tips by an indistinct IC. 

All E's of legend (but not denomination) have patched lower left foot and 
all A's have patched inner right foot. In UNITED, I is a bit low and a 
graver-scratch extends left from the patched E-serif. Second T of 
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STATES shows a double right foot and lump above its right topbar. A 
long, weak point extends from the leaftip under the first A of AMERICA. 
Denomination-letters are perfect but for broken root of left topbar on T. 
Small, plain center dot with another dot northeast of it. A jagged graver- 
scratch, like a wormtrack, extends upwards between NE from the extra 
dot. 

Striking variations: Emission sequence for this variety and the next was Cent 

7 (Proofs a few business strikes), then Cent 6 (many business strikes), 
then Cent 7 again (more Proofs and many more business strikes). Since 
most C7 were struck after most C6, and since the C7 dies are a distinctive 
pair unlike the rest of the series, I have placed this one before it in the 
1834 arrangement. Occasionally found with both dies now, but generally 
with perfect obverse emd rusted reverse, most notably under NITED 
STATE, and a light crack thru tops F AM to rim over E. Some later 
strikes have a light crack thru the outer points of the last star, eventually 
growing to rim under 4 and to outer points of *12, then another crack thru 
center of *1 2 to rim over *1 1 . 

Discussion: R2+, fairly common in all grades. 70 , 65 , 65 , 65 , 60 , 60. 

Around two dozen MS examples are known, and several borderline Uncs. 
The best one is French:537-N . Hoffman (Bolender 2/52:742)-REN . The 
65's are Boyd-NN50:1 556-l_andau-NN52:1 47-Helfenstein:1 51 -Masters:243- 
J. Collins, another by W. F. Morgan 6/32:262 (untraced), and Pearl:333- 
W. W. Neil:2041 . There have been several 60's and 60+'s sold within the 
past decade or so. In spite of the fascination afforded by its mismatched 
dies. Cent 6 is not scarce enough to command a premium. 


7 Lg Date, Sm*, Embattled rim N-3 (3-C) 

Sm Lett, Open C(ENT) 

Obverse 5: Obverse same as last, occasionally perfect, but usually cracked 

thru *12, 13 as described earlier. The rim-dentil distinctive has all but 
disappeared for the cracked-die coins, so the rim appears as a single, 
continuous raised unit with toothed inner edge. 

Reverse G: Key leaves point NR, R, PC+, NC. Small legend, small denomina- 

tion, embattled rim. N of UNITED was first punched upside-down, then 
corrected. E2, 3 have patched left foot, but all A’s are perfect. ERIC 
are very widely separated, and this C is misshapen (bottom pushed right) 
and lightly recut below. As with its mated obverse, there are numerous 
evidences of manual touchup work. A point extends from the inner leaftip 
over O. In the denomination, both N’s are doubled on the right, both 
E*s are boldly doubled above and have patched basebar (not serif), C is 
wide open with stubby tail and is at least triple-punched, and T has a lump 
under its base. Small, bold center dot. 
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striking variations: See comments in obverse die-description paragraph. 

Discussion: R1 , common in all grades. 70, 65, 65, 65, 65, 65. At least 

six 65 's are known, followed by over a dozen 60 *s. This is a sufficiency, 
but is less than one would expect for so common a variety. The best non- 
Proof is French’s 37 (1 0/48):36-Sartoris-Bland-C . D. Smith-Bobbe. 
Possibly 9 or 10 Proofs are known from these dies, more with the light 
obverse crack than without. It is indeed fortunate that so fascinating a 
variety is so common. It commands a lot of interest, but no variety 
premium . 
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WALTER BREEN WRITES: - 


’•That was a splendid issue memorializing the Good Doctor. I am sure 
that he has been chuckling over it on the Other Side in between prolonged bull 
sessions with Drs. Hooton, Lombroso, Kretschmer, Henry Chapman, French, 
Clapp, Newcomb, and Hines. And I can almost hear him saying sometning 
like "Well, well, maybe we did manage to persuade a few of them to play their 
games with a little more Humor. And maybe there’s a real potential 
Promethean among them, if he manages to live long enough to grow a mind and 
evade most of the monkey traps." 

What I would like to know is how could there be 'only seven complete sets 
of 1796 Liberty Caps in existence', as Chuck Heck says, if even the S-90 is no 
longer anywhere near R7? Is it possible that he knows something about the 
varieties which hasn't managed to get published in the Revision series? 'Fess 
up. Chuck, what has Bob Miller got that the rest of us haven't? 

Dr. Montgomery has asked several questions which really ought to be ob- 
served here, although I do not propose to get into any quarrels. 

1 . The 1840 and 1841 were not necessarily 'struck together'. An easy answer 
is that the single batch of blanks with light color and pre-reeded edges was not 
used up at the end of the 1 840 strikings and was held for the 1 841 's. That would 
account for the lack of pre-reeded edge proofs in later years. 

2. The 'common striking' of 1831 and 1836 half cents - actually, two batches — 
consisted of 1 836 and 1 831 large berry coins of Series III, the 1 836's being 
completed first, as the common reverse cracked up during the striking of the 
1831 's. J. N. T. Levick left a manuscript note in his copy of the R. B. Chambers 
sale of 1866 (now in ANS) next to the listing of an 1831 , consisting of crossing 
out the words 'Very Rare' in the text and adding 'These were restruck in 
quantity in 1 860' . (This paragraph was left out of my book at p. 256, second 
column, 5th line from the bottom, though it is in my 1953 pamphlet.) Levick 
was active in 1860, some of his coins having been sold by Bangs, Merwin & Co. 
on December 19, 1859 at auction, and his name continues to appear as a buyer 

in many sales of the 1860's and 1870's. We may presume that he derived the 
1860 date from the 1831 's being offered in that year. It is doubtless relevant, 
too, that the 1836 obverse (but not the reverse, nor the 1831 die which had 
severely buckled) was in the inventory of old dies seized by Snowden and sealed 
up in a box in his office on July 30, 1860. 

The other batch of 1831 and 1836 common strikings, of course, was the 
tiny handful of small berry coins of Series VI. These were probably made long 
after the Series 1 1 1 but before July, 1860, and had to be kept in hiding after 
Snowden's raid in the Coiner's Department. 

3. That provides probable terminal dates for the first large-scale under-the- 
counter distribution of restrikes: 1858 and late 1860. Why 1858? Because that 
was when the big scandal erupted over the plain-edged 1 804 dollars being peddled 
at $75. apiece by Theodore Eckfeldt and his fellow Mint employee. Why late 
1860? Because everybody concerned was afraid of being fired. Only in 1867-8 
was anyone ready to risk trying to peddle anything more, and that was largely 
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because Mint Director Lindermain was a coin collector, enough involved to 
have bought a restrike 1 804 dollar (paying in installments) and to have re- 
opened the box of old dies. (We might even ascribe the 1868 large cents in 
copper and nickel to Lindermein's efforts in that year.) The next flurry must 
have been about 1 875-6 because that is when Haseltine began bringing out such 
recherche* items as the proof 1 801 -2-3 dollars . 

4. Before a magnifying glass would suffice to distinguish two working dies 

made from the same hub without obvious hand alterations (such as had produced 
the large berry die of 1 840-49 half cents), students had to learn enough about 
mint processes to know how the various small berry dies were made: complete 

hubbing, not mere use of device punches . The next step was to look for hand 
reworking; and failing that, one had to look for anything like die file marks or 
minute doublings. Doublings had to be recognized as the result not of hand 
alteration but of re-entry of hub into die blanks in imperfect alignments. Even 
Newcomb in 1940-44 was not too careful about this distinction, while compiling 
his book on Late Dates . But still more important, one had to suspect that there 
might have been more than one reverse die used for small berry proof half 
cents, in order to make it worthwhile to take the trouble to look more closely! 
Otherwise, the status would remain definitely quo, and John Q. Prooflover 
would simply label his 1848 (or whatever) half cents 'Large Berries' and 
'Small Berries'. This is why I said that the comparison methods necessary had 
not yet been developed. It is too easy to assume that earlier students would 
notice what we now routinely look for; that assumption make the false further 
assumption necessary that they knew what to look for, and knew enough about 
minting processes to think that something might be found that way. 

5. The variation in reported population from one date to another in any given 
batch is partly because we have not seen them all, partly because each batch 
was probably struck to fill a group of orders from Idler or one of the other mint 
'fences', partly because extras of some dates might have been wanted by 
Linderman or some other person in the Mint. There would have been MUCH 
more risk in striking one or iwo pieces at a time rather thain striking a few dozen 
of various dates with the same reverse. To do either one required (a) people in 
the Coiner's Department who could keep their mouths shut being simultaneously 
free of other duties; (b) someone in the rolling and blanking departments ditto; 

(c) a few hours when supervisory personnel were absent so that the blanks could 
be prepared, the dies fished out of hiding, degreased and if necessary re- 
polished, and a press set up to accept such dies, properly adjusted to blanks 

of that thickness. Why is there variation in weights? Because in any melt of 
copper there is likely to be minute variations in weight of blanks. Mint error 
collectors have long known that ordinary cents, made by the hundreds of 
millions, do not all weigh 48 grains apiece; official regulations allow for a 
couple of grains deviation either way, and such variation is actually observed. 
With smaller melts under conditions of great haste, more variation is to be 
expected. The more often all this had to be done, the greater the risk of dis- 
covery. And so my hypothesis of seven batches of half cent restrikes makes 
more sense than 80 or 90 individual strikings of one or two coins apiece, let 
alone any higher number. 
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EAST COAST HAPPENINGS 
Chuck Heck 

OK, EACers — if you can stcind it, here it comes — a few of my personal 
experiei^ces, as I re-cap the latest NASCA auction and the recent Grand Central 

convention . 

On November 2, 1977, NASCA auctioned off the Matthew Bryan collection 
which contained some 220 lots of Colonials, half cents, and large cents. The 
auction was held at the Barbizon Plaza Hotel in New York City, and I arrived 
there early so as to look through the lots a second time. With that accom- 
plished, I walked over to Stack's, just to kill some time. I'm glad I did! There 
in a showcase was a fully-attributed 1 830 N-10, R5 - Stack's grade was F, my 
grade FI 2 - priced at $17.50. It made my day! 

When I got back to the hotel, I ran into a few other copper nuts: Roy 
Rauch, Tony T erraino va , Charlie Folz, Doug Smith, and Jerry Bobbe. Soon 
the bidding started. The Colonials were mostly low grade and went cheaply. 
However, a New Hampshire cent brought $5,500. and a Higley threepence went 
for $1 7,000 . 

The half cents were few — an 1 804 C— 1 1 in VF35 (NASCA grade) was sold 
for $1 55. The large cents brought fairly strong prices, some of the biggies 
being an S-3 in F1 2 which sold for $1 ,750.; the famous S-79 discovery speci- 
men, here graded G6, brought $6,200.; a beautiful S-232 in AU55 sold for 
$550.; a nice S-258 in MS60 went for $725.; and a gorgeous S -270 in MS 60 
went for $1 ,450. I got two lots, neither of which were outstanding, but one con- 
tained an unattributed 1 830 N-5 which was graded as VF35 but showed little 
actual wear - it's a very interesting coin, a weak strike in some spots and strong 
in others - maybe a filled die? 

Two days later, I was off to the Sheraton Plaza Hotel for the Grand Central 
show. I had only a few hours to spend there, which was not nearly enough time 
to see all the exhibits and the copper for sale. I came across an old-time dealer 
and looked through his 200+ coppers - what luck - an 1824/2 N-5 in VG and an 
1828 N-1 2 in G-VG. I stopped at Jack Beymer's table, where I talked with Doug 
Smith for some time. We saw many of Jack's large cents, one being an 1800 
NC4 which had a cud covering about half the obverse - what a beauty! Roy 
Rauch cherried a S-85 at Clint Hollins' table - I hear that it might touch the CC 
level. Jerry Bobbe was there, as were Sal Zambuto and his lovely wife, and 
they made for some good conversation. 

Time was running out, so I stopped at Chuck Furjanic's table and bought 
some upgrades, including an 1831 N-8 in F , with a cud cover the TED S. 
Thanks, Chuck! After that, it was get out or be locked in. So, while saying 
good night, I was simultaneously saying hello to Gordon Wrubel, Bob Shalowitz, 
and Jackson Storm. 

That is a total of six hours of activity crammed into only three, but what 
fun! See you all at the Metropolitan show in the spring! 

)|£************ 
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WESTERN (NORTHERN AREA) EAC REGIONAL MEETING 

Del Bland 


On November 17, 1977, a regional EAC meeting was held at the home of 
Carl Windon in Oakleind, California. Those attending were as follows: 


After the usual greetings to each other, the first item of interest was a 
photograph which Steve Lund had of an 1 8CXD NC4 large cent, a new discovery. 
This example has a heavy obverse break extending from opposite the lowest curl 
to a point just short of L in LIBERTY. The break covers 15 per cent of the ob- 
verse surface. The reverse is perfect. Anthony "Big Tony" Terranova had this 
coin at a recent New York City coin show and sold it to Jack Beymer. It's an 
exceptionally clean G6 coin and possibly the most amazing large cent I've ever 
seen . 

Steve also showed a nice group of Canadian large cents from his collection. 
Chuck Woodruff brought along his date-and-major-variety set of U.S . large 
cents, and Carl Windon had his entire collection of U.S. and foreign coins avail- 
able for anyone who was interested . 

A discussion concerning a display of engravers' errors on large cents, to 
be shown at the national EAC meeting in Los Angeles in February, lasted for 
about an hour. Carl will be in charge of organizing the display, while Bob Vail 
and Bill will provide the coins for the display. My contribution will be the write- 
ups . ether displays under consideration for the national meeting are of half 
cents and varieties of 1 794 large cents . 

Coffe, cake, and cookies came earlier than usual. Again, Vanda Windon 
provided all the goodies - her banana nut bread is fantastic! 

The meeting ended at 10:30 P.M. Ken Wolfgram and I stayed for an 
additional 45 minutes, looking at and discussing fractional currency, of which 
Carl has an excellent collection. 

Cur next regional meeting in Cakland will be held in March, 1978. Anyone 
who is Interested in attending can contact me at 7447 Hillsboro Avenue, San 
Ramon, CA, 84583 or call me at (415) 829-5591 . 


In a letter to Bill Parks on Cctober 14, 1977, Phil Van Cleave mentioned 
that he sends his P-W's to Library Binding Company, 2900 Franklin, Waco, 
Texas, 76701 . The charge is $6.15 per volume, which includes a gold imprint 
on the spine. Shipping is extra. It is suggested that Library Binding Company 
be contacted before sending any volumes of P-W to get shipping instructions and 
other necessary details and verification of price. 

The annual index is usually included with the March issue. 


Ken Wolfgram 
Bob Vail 

Dick Winterhalder 
Steve Lund 


Chuck Woodruff 
Carl Windon 
Del Bland 


************* 
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AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY BY WALTER BREEN 


(Editor's note: Several months ago, the Editor requested certain people 
who have been prominent over the years in the numismatic cind large cent 
fields through their contributions to the coin literature to forward their auto- 
biographies for publication in P-W and for inclusion in EAC's archives. Ray 
Williamson and Walter Breen were kind enough to respond very promptly, and 
Williamson's autobiography was published in the September issue of P-W. 

Here, now, is Walter Breen's, just as he wrote it in his own inimitable style. 

It reads like a novel, but Walter says that it is merely a very expurgated account 
of the major events in his life.) 

September 5, 1930, born, Sam Antonio, Texas (?) . Abamdoned. Foundling. 
Brought up by adoptive father, a traveling salesman, whose name I hear; 
and by adoptive mother, of whom the less said the better - suffice to say 
that she was about as fit to raise a kid like me as a chimpanzee would have 
been . 

I learned to read and write on my own, well before I was 3 years old. When 
I was 4, I wanted to know more about how the human body worked, so I 
made friends with a neighbor who was a medical student, and I borrowed his 
copy of Gray's ANATOMY, managing to understand a fair amount of it with 
his help. I also remember reading a dictionary, which meant that the way 
I talked made me a green monkey among the pink monkeys in the orphan- 
age in later years . The Walter Damrosch radio programs - which I heard 
infrequently, but loved - turned me on to classical music for which I was 
starved from then on. 

1936. My adoptive parents divorced, because my adoptive mother re-entered 
the Catholic Ghurch, owing to my having seen a vision of Jesus in delirium 
while I had scarlet fever complicated with pneumonia. She got custody 
and changed my name so that he could not locate me. 

1 937. She placed me in a Catholic orphanage in Wheeling, W. Va. , which was 
not better than a concentration camp, except that we were supposed to 
believe that God delighted in our sufferings, and the more we suffered in 
this life, the happier we would be in heaven. Yecchhh! I spent altogether 
22 months, completing grade school. 

1 941 . Believing that I had a vocation to the priesthood, she put me into a mon- 
astery (Trinitarians, Hyattsville, Md.), after getting some kind of special 
dispensation from the Apostolic Delegate because I was under age. It 
didn't work out. 

1944. I graduated from Central Catholic High School in Wheeling, a few months 
before my 14th birthday, the youngest and smallest kid in my class, aind 
still a green monkey among the walking Polish jokes who made up most of 
the school, because I was devoted to books and music and that sissified 
intellectual stuff rather than to sports, beer, cars, girl-chasing, and fight- 
ing to Prove I was a He-Man, etc. 

1946. October 3. After hanging around the rectory where my adoptive mother 
continued to work as a domestic servant, I used the phony birth certificate 
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she had gotten for me eind joined the Air Farce (sic) - talk about out of the 
frying pan into the fire.' I was trained, more or less, at Lackland AFB, 
near Ft. Sam Houston and Kelly Fields, San Antonio, TX. 

1946, December 3/4. I was beaten up and left for dead, circumstances unknown. 

I was taken to the station hospital at Lackland AFB with no memory of my 
earlier life, and in much confusion. Not knowing what to do about it, they 
contacted my adoptive mother, who came there and scared me half to death, 
and who sent a priest to reinstruct me in the Catholic religion, complete with 
threats of hellfire for what I know now to have been relatively minor doubts 
and questionings. I relearned to read and write, and educated myself from 
the hospital library and, afterwards, local public libraries . 1 learned some- 

thing about coins in those. 

1947, Feb. Discharged, "Section 8", honorable, as "inadaptable" . My adoptive 
mother kept me locked up in the house after that as being potentially 
dangerous. (Her mind was going, although I didn't know that at the time.) 

1947, Sept. She sent me to St. Edward’s College in Austin, TX. I had 
learned to play the organ, and became organist and assistant choirmaster 
for the college choir eind the local boys' choir which was part of a school 
run by the same people who ran St. Edward's. I was happy doing this, but 
my health was breaking down. The day before Thanksgiving, I was ad- 
mitted to a V.A. Hospital, unable to sleep and very run down. The next day, 
my adoptive mother disowned me with enough screaming that the authorities 
barred her from ever visiting me again. They put me on sedatives and 
multi-vitamins. In the hospital, I began corresponding about patterns with 
William Guild and about other coins with other people, long since dead. 

1948, May. They let me go, needing my bed for a more acute case - they sent 
me to Boston, figuring I would get into the Hayden Memorial Goodwill Inn 
(the very place which Dr. Sheldon had done much of his research), except 
that neither they nor I had known then it was a place for juvenile delinquents! 

I bummed around Boston through that summer, reading coin books and others, 
and attending concerts, but my health again broke down exactly as in 1947. 

1948, Oct. 8. Admitted to Cushing VA Hospital, where I stayed until August, 

1 950. Very much like the hospital in Texas. There I corresponded with 
John J. Ford, Jr., who arranged that I should meet Way te Raymond. 

1950, Dec. 2. I met Wayte Raymond, who hired me to go to the National Archives 
in Washington to check the Mint records for filling in gaps in our knowledge 
of U.S. coins. I also Met Dr. Sheldon, Dorothy Paschal, Doug Smith, and 
others . 

1951 , Jan. I began work at the Archives, continuing this first time through 
March. I also spent time at the Smithsonian with Stuart Mosher, one of 
my dearest friends, then Curator of Numismatics and Editor of THE 
NUMISMATIST. In his disability, I was Acting Editor for part of spring, 

1951 , doing everything from copy-editing and re-writing to proof-reading, 
make-up and layout. He was grooming me to be his successor as Editor, 
but this was opposed by Lew Reagan, then General Secretary of ANA. 

Later that spring, I worked briefly at ANS, thereafter at Stack's, but found 
the screaming bouts between Morton aind J.B. to be more than I could take. 
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On Feb. 14, I read in the N.Y. TIMES about the "New Plan" at Johns 
Hopkins University, and at once applied for admission, taking the SAT's 
and getting a pair of 800's on them, which probably helped my application 
more than anything else. In May, I went through the Stepney Hoard of 
Connecticut coppers at Stack's . I had already begun writing for THE 
NUMISMATIST at Mosher's insistence, supporting his claim that I was a 
suitable nominee as his successor. 

1951 , June. I was accepted at Johns Hopkins, and began studies about the 

22nd, taking a concentrated summer course in German to fulfill language 
requirements. I had advanced standing from a few mail order courses done 
while at Cushing Hospital, but no other college credits (I didn't complete 
anything in that partial semester at St, Edwards). As I couldn't afford 
more than the one year of college (my VA benefits wouldn't cover any more 
than that), I used the New Plan procedure of taking exams to fulfill course 
requirements without attending classes. It was a dreadful grind and I was 
twice on the point of dropping out, but I managed to squeak through with an 
87 average and just enough credits to qualify for the A.B. degree, which 
they gave me on June 10, 1952, They did elect me to Phi Beta Kappa. I 
had no extra-curricular activities except the Astronomy Club, the History 
of Ideas Club, and Phalanx, a kind of proto-Mensa. I kept on writing for 
THE NUMISMATIST, but switched to the NUMISMATIC SCRAPBCCK when 
I found out that they would pay for my articles. I had managed to earn 
enough bread in 1951-2 to keep alive (and occasionally buy some cents for 
my collection) by working for Tom Warfield, whom some of you will 
remember was later a dealer using the name of the Mason-Dixon Coin 
Exchange. I helped Wormser and Ford write catalogues including the 1952 

ANA. 

1952, August. The FBI came and tried to have me busted as an alleged draft 
dodger, in a hilarious mixup - some of you have heard the story in person. 
At 1 952 ANA, I met many of you people. 

1952, Sept. I began full-time work at New Netherlands. As the pay was very 
low, less than I might have made as a ribbon clerk at Woolworth's , I had 
to supplement it with articles for every coin publication that paid anything, 
and with more and more cherry-picking at coinshops and conventions. This 
state of affairs went on until 1 960. In the meantime, Wayte Raymond 
published a lot of my writings, and the 1953-4 and 1957 editions of his 
Standard Catalogue included many of my contributions. I also gave a lot of 
information to the Guidebook. In 1958, I sold an article, "Numismatics, 
U.S.A." to the Encyclopedia Britannica, but it was not printed until the 
1965 edition. Earlier, I had been working on other non-numismatic pro- 
jects, one of them Charles Hapgood's EARTH'S SHIFTING CRUST, 
where I am credited with the index, but a lot of the ideas were developed in 
discussion between Charles and myself. I edited MANA NEWS quarterly, 

1 956-60 . 

1957. I realized that continuing to work for coin dealers was a dead end, and 
completed a premedical course at Columbia University. I applied to every 
medical school in the USA. Later, I began trying for graduate schools in 
other fields . 

1960, Sept. I was accepted to Berkeley as a graduate student in Sociology - 
QRE^'s in the neighborhood of 800 in each part and a Miller Analogies 
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score in the middle 90's probably outweighed my mediocre grades. I 
began to become very active in science-fiction faindom, writing analytic 
and critical studies, along with book reviews. In 1961 , 1 joined MENSA, 
hoping to find kindred spirits, but dropped out in 1963 owing to the New 
York group's political infighting. In 1962, I met Marion Z . Bradley, 
through our common acquaintainceship in science-fiction circles, and we 
were married early in 1964; our son Patrick was born on Oct. 31 , 1964, 
our daughter Dorothy on Jan. 10, 1966. I edited NUMISMATIC JOURNAL, 

1 961 -65 . 

1963. COIN WORLD had me do regular columns, "Bristles & Barbs", later 
transferred to COINS Magazine. With Don Teixay, I began the Institute of 
Numismatic Authenticators; this has been dormant since ANACS started 
full scale. The middle 1 960's were marked mostly by the abortive attempt 
to set up the Curriculum of Numismatics at Roosevelt University (lack of 
funding prevented it from becoming a full department headed by a professor 
and assistants), and by increasing illness and unemployment. Lester 
Merkin, gentleman, scholar, and good friend, hired me part time to write 
his catalogues 1963-1972, but his 1965 and 1968 robberies made it 
financially impossible for him to keep me on full time. I lived, after a 
fashion, on unemployment compensation for much of that period, and spent 
much of 1967 in Haight-Ashbury, realizing that the M.A. degree I received 
in June, 1966 was about as useful to me as a second hole in the head. Late 
in 1967, I moved back to NY, on the promise of full-time work which did 
not materialize. We lived thereafter on unemployment, on occasional gigs 
with Lester Merkin, and on a variety of writing assignments ranging from 
record liner notes (Parnassus Records), through work for underground 
newspapers under a variety of names, to the 1970-71 editorship of SYBIL 
leek's astrology journal. I was given membership #3 in EAC aind 
was invited to join NLG, SPMC, LSCC, and a variety of other numismatic 
specialty groups. In 1972, after a windfall at the ANA Convention, I 
managed to raise enough money to move back to the West Coast, where I have 
lived since. 

1973, Jan. 1 . Stanley Apfelbaum appointed me Vice President of PCI, which 

position I still hold. Since 1973, I have been regularly winning awards from 
NLG on my writings. 

1975, April 21 . I gave a lecture at Princeton University, "Tolkien and the 
Occult Revival", sponsored jointly by the English Department, the Infinity 
Club (student science-fiction group), and the Society of Middle-Earth 
Readers (another student literary group specializing in Tolkien's work). 

The lecture will constitute on chapter in my forthcoming book TOLKIEN 
AND WAGNER: TWO RINGS OF POWER. 

1976, Jan. 7. I gave a seminar at Esalen Institute, Big Sur, Calif., sponsored 
by the Physics/Consciousness Research Group, Inc., "Some Effects of 
Music on Consciousness: Overview and Preliminary Explorations". The 
audience consisted of about 30 scientists-physicists, "Fourth Force" 
psychologists, mathematicians, astronomers, cosmologists, chemists, etc. 
This seminar lasted five hours including musical examples, and tapes were 
made. 

1977, SPMC is reprinting, with revisions, my various serials on U.S. paper 
currencies ("New Looks at Old Notes") from NUMISMATIC NEWS WEEKLY. 
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My book A COINER'S CAVIAR: ENCYCLOPEDIA OF COLONIAL AND 
U S. PROOF COINS 1 722-1 977 has just been published. I am now com- 
pleting a book of mini-monographs on all the Colonial and U.S . series of 
coins, tentative title EVERYTHING YOU ALWAYS WANTED TO KNOW 
ABOUT COLONIAL AND AMERICAN MONEY* /*BUT NEVER KNEW 
WHERE TO ASK. 

He************ 

(Editor's note: Walter Breen failed to mention in the above that he has a reading 
knowledge in French, German, Spanish, Italian, Latin, and classical Greek, 
sufficient to complete many assignments in professional translation, ranging 
from poetry and opera libretti to sociology and film criticism. 

As for honors he has received, he received the ANA's Health Literary Award 
in 1953; the Fifth Award in Poet Laureateship of California in 1962; the Silver 
Medallion of Honor from Roosevelt University in 1965, and was made Honorary 
Vice President of the Rittenhouse Society in 1 958. 

He lists his hobbies as being camping,' medieval pageantry, musical per- 
formance, and travel.) 

************* 

AND MORE ABOUT OUR MEMBERS - as told by them in their own mini- 
autobiographies : 

"DONN PEARLMAN (EAC No. 660) is a 'born again' numismatist. He gave 
up four years of adolescent coin collecting when he discovered girls in early 
1962, resuming his numismatic pursuits in 1975 when he walked past a downtown 
Chicago coin store and was astounded to see the price of Proof sets that year. 
•What has happened to coin prices?', he thought to himself. Since that wintry 
day more than three years ago, he has successively fought off the flu bug twice, 
but he has been unable to shake the coin collecting bug. 

Pearl man specializes in Connecticut Copper varieties and in investigating 
mail-order dealers who grossly overgrade their falsely advertized merchandise. 
For his three-month probe of such practices, Pearlman was awarded the 
Professional Numismatics Guild (PNG) 1 977 'Sol Kaplan Award for Outstanding 
Service to Numismatics' which he received during the PNG bainquet in Atlanta 
in August. His investigation led to the s us pens ion of several advertisers from 
leading coin publications . 

Pearlman is a reporter/cinchorman for WBBM-CBS Radio in Chicago; and, 
as of this writing, he is negotiating with the CBS-owned radio stations fbr a 
Monday- through- Friday broadcast series on coin collecting . If negotiations 
are successful , the daily series could be heard in New York, Philadelphia, 
Boston, Washington, Detroit, Chicago, San Francisco, and Los Angeles. 

He attended Northern Illinois University and the University of Kansas; is 
31 years old; married, with one child (a boy, aged 4) and a cat (neutered, aged 
8). . . .or, is it the other way around? EACers can feel free to write to CBS 
Radio and encourage the powers-that-be to provide a daily series on coin collect- 
ing . 

Pearlman is also a Vice-President of the Morton Grove (Illinois) Coin Club 
and a contributor to COIN WORLD and NUMISMATIC NEWS." 

************* 
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JAN EDEBURN (ANA R-74094, EAC 202) writes: "I was born in Ohio in 
1938, and my family moved to Miami, Florida in 1945. During the late 1940s, 

I became interested in coins . My Dad had been a collector for many years and 
provided me with encouragement. I remember saving - then spending - Indians 
and Barbers throughout my high school and college years. During that period, 
coin collecting was secondary to my lifelong love of fishing. 

I entered the U.S. Air Force in 1958, became an aircraft avionics 
technician, and married a great girl in 1959. Now, with almost 20 years in the 
Air Force, I've completed my degree at the Univejpsity of Nebraska; have 
travelled a great deal; and have three nice children, ages 13, 16, and 17. 
Currently, I'm a Captain assigned to Langley AFB, Virginia, serving as a 
maintenance inspector on the Tactical Air Comman Inspector General Team. 

My first serious interest in coin collecting came in 1963 while stationed in 
England where I bought my first large cent. Since then, I've had mainy 
pleasurable collecting experiences: for instsince, being awed at Seaby's in 

London when tray after tray of large cents was presented for my inspection in 
a large, unoccupied room. With my meager finances, I bought only two coins: 
an 1803 S-258 VF and an 1817 in VF - together, they cost $8.40. 

Still in England in 1964 and 1965, I advertised nationally for U.S. large 
cents. Letters in response to these advertisements were often quite humorous, 
like a rubbing of a worn-out Buffalo nickel which was described as 'a unique 
and obviously valuable, old, American coin'. Other responses brought choice 
coppers, including a flawless, brown VF 1794 S-26 for $30. Once, I received 
a box filled with BU Indian Head cents and an asking price of a shilling each 
(144^). Some were not as choice as others, and my wife suggested that I return 
the less choice ones. I kept them all. 

The opportunity to travel has always been a benefit to me in the pursuit of 
coppers. Some of my favorite cents were stumbled upon. For example, in 
1973, at the May Company, a large department store in Denver, I discovered a 
1 793 S-3 in their small coin department. Although the S-3 was only G-VG, 
it was free of defects, molted brown, and possessed a smooth flan. My cost? - 
$200. cash and trade of an 1883/2 XF Shield nickel (negotiated). However, the 
nickel was in my safe deposit box and I didn't have $200. with me. It was 3 P.M. 
and the store closed at 5 P.M. So I raced across Denver to my bank, then back 
to the store just before closing. Although I worried a lot at the time, the S-3 
was still there and the dealer made the trade. 

Perhaps the best part of collecting coppers, at least to me, is not the coins 
themselves, but the thrill of the hunt and the lifelong friends whom I have met 
in this endeavour." 




All drivers who would like to save gasoline, please raise your right foot. 

THE RAT FINK. 
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ANSWERS TO THE HALF CENT QUIZ IN SEPTEMBER'S P-W 

Mark Borckardt 


The following members answered my half cent quiz which appeared in the 
September issue of P-W; 


Kent Leader 
Fraink Wilkinson 
Bob Yuell 
Ken Spatola 
Phil Horner 
Jerry Dzara 
Larry Knee 
John Cogan 
R . T ettenhorst 


Michigan 
Indiana 
New jersey 
Indiana 
Ohio 

Pennsylvania 

Colorado 

Georgia 

Missouri 


Norm Braver 
David Gladfelter 
Gary Hendrickson 
Louis C. Sass 
John Bergman 
Gene Braig 
Lynn Griffith 
Cam Jane el 


Pennsylvania 

New Jersey 

Minnesota 

Colorado 

California 

Ohio 

Georgia 

California 


The top three responses were received from: 

1 . Gene Braig 

2 . Bob Yuell 

3 . Ken Spatola • 

Both Gene and Bob responded with "perfect" papers, so I had to resort to the 
bonus question to break the tie. After a great deal of thought, I finally awarded 
the bonus question to Gene, although I was tempted to call it a tie all the way. 


I would like to thank all of the participants for the answers, and I hope 
that they enjoyed answering this quiz as much as I enjoyed preparing it. 
Question 4 seemed to be the hardest question to answer, while Question 8 was 
the easiest (everyone got this one correct! ) . 


And now with the ainswers: 

1 . Who was the designer of the 1 793 half cent? 

I was looking for the comment that the designer is unknown. I was more 
concerned with this than with an actual name. Many authorities feel that it was 
either Adam Eckfeldt or Joseph Wright. 


2. 1 794 was the first year that hubs were used to prepare half cent dies. What 

was included on these dies? 

The obverse die contained the bust of Miss Liberty, the cap, and the pole. 
The reverse die contained the ribbon, the stem ends, the wreath, the legends 
HALF CENT and UNITED STATES CF AMERICA. 


3 . Which varieties of 1 794 did not use at least one of the two hubs: 

This question was badly worded. I feel that if I had asked: "Which varieties 
of 1 794 did not use either of the two hubs?" , it would have been easier to undei 
stand the question . The answer is C-7 (G-2) . Cbverse 5 was completely hand- 
cut and Reverse E was completely hand-cut also. 

4. How many different edges are found on half cents? 

The answer I was looking for is seven. The following are included: 

1 . 1 793 lettered edge with two leaves 

2. 1 794 small lettered edge with one leaf 


- 29 - 


3. 

4. 


5. 

6 . 
7. 


1 794 large lettered edge with one leaf 
1 795 lettered edge with one leaf (different-sized 
lettering than on 1 794) 

1795 to 1857 plain edge 
1 797 lettered edge with no leaves 
1 797 gripped edge 


One participaint included the reeded edge found on some 1840 and 1841 proof 
half cents. I did not include this, as it is one item which is not generally found 
in the half cent collectors’ notes. I wasn’t aware of it myself. 

5. Several years of half cents were struck on defective cents and on cut-down 
tokens. List these years and what each was struck over. 

Answer: 1 795 defective cents and cut-down TAL tokens 

1 796 defective cents 

1797 defective cents, TAL tokens, Massachusetts cents 
1 800 defective cents 
1 802 defective cents 

There are also 1 795 half cents which were struck over cut-down half dollar trial 
pieces of 1 794 and 1 795. 

6. Which Gilbert varieties have no equivalent in Roger Cohen’s work, titled 
AMERICAN HALF CENTS? 

Answer: 1795 G-2 and 1808 G-3. 

Many participants included the many proof-only half cents listed by Gilbert, 
but I did not include these inasmuch as Cohen treats them in his section on 
"Other Half Cents". 


7. Who were the major suppliers of half cent planchets to the U.S. Mint? 

Answer: Boulton and Watt of England, and Crocker Bros, of Taunton, 

Massachusetts . 

Two participants included Coltman of England as another possible supplier, 
but they noted that this is not verified . 

8. All the reverse dies on half cents from 1849 to 1857 appear almost identical. 
To what is this attributed? 

Was this question too easy? The obvious cinswer is that a complete hub was 
used . 

9. Which proof half cents struck from regular dies have a doubtful existence? 
This is another question subject to debate. 1853 is a definite year, but 

the other possible date (1849 large date) is the one open to debate. Breen 
claims that these are known in proof. Cohen says they are not known. 


10, How many 1811 restrikes were struck, who made them, and in what year 
were they made? 

I was looking for the ainswer that six were struck by J . J . Mickley in 1 858 
or 1859. For an argument against this date, see the article by Jeff and Paul 
Cliphant in P-W #20, page 165. 

Bonus question — reference AMERICAN HALF CENTS by Roger S. Cohen, Jr . 
page 102. What is an "orifinal" electrotype? 
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This question proved quite interesting. Seventeen participants each gave 
17 different theories . Here is mine: In the middle 1800's, many electrotypes 

were made of many of the rarer coins . These electrotypes might be considered 
"original" as compared to those electrotypes recently made. In some cases, it 
would be possible to date these electrotypes by comparing them to original coins 
of the same variety that are contained in established collections and museums 
such as the Mint Musrjum or ANS . 

Once again, my thanks to all of the participants. I would enjoy hearing from 
any of you concerning einy of the copper coins. My address is: Mark Borckardt, 
P. O. Box 1125, Findlay, Ohio, 45840. 

************* 


annual meeting of 

THE EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS CLUB, INC. 


The 1978 annual convention of the Early American Coppers Club will be 
held on Friday and Saturday, February 10 and 11 , 1978 at the Biltmore Hotel 
in downtown Los Angeles. The convention will feature a bourse, exhibits, an 
auction, educational forums, and a formal business meeting. A large number 
of out-of-town members is expected as usual; and these, coupled with the large 
enthusiastic California group, should make this the largest and most enjoyable 
annual meeting ever held by EAC. 

The Numismatic Association of Southern California (NASC) will be holding 
one of the largest coin shows in the nation during the same weekend, and the 
site of the NASC show will be within walking distance of the Biltmore Hotel. 
Likewise, three major numismatic auctions generally are scheduled about the 
same time as the NASC show, so there should be plenty of coin-related 
activities in which to participate. 

Special convention rates for visiting EACers have been obtained at the 
Biltmore Hotel: $28. for singles, $36. for double or twin. For reservations, 
call the hotel's toll-free number: 800-421-01 56 (in California, call 800-252-01 75) . 
Be sure to mention that you are with EAC to obtain the special rates. 

An in-house auction has been scheduled. Around 225 lots are being offered. 
There will be interesting coin displays as well eis speakers on various subjects. 
Don't miss out on the fun! Plan to attend the annual meeting in Los Angeles on 
February 10-1 1 ! 


Dane Nielsen, D.D.S. 
5700 Ralston Street, 
Suite 303 

V entura , CA 93003 
805-647-8884 

Bourse & Exhibits 
Conv. Chairman 


Jeffrey Oliphant 
5255 Allott Avenue 
Van Nuys, CA 91401 
21 3-789-2339 

Bourse & Exhibits 
Regional Chmn. 


Del Bland 

7447 Hillsboro Avenue 
San Ramon, CA 94583 
41 5-829-5591 
Auction 

R eg ional Chmn . 


************* 
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AN ALL-MEMBER PENNY CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
Denis W. Loring 


RULES: 

1 . All clues refer to Sheldon numbers of Early Cent varieties, 1 793-1814. 

2. Four digit answers always read "correctly", i.e. from left to right 

or top to bottom. Two— and three-digit clues, however, may read 
forward ^ backward . 

3. "Times" means "multiplied by" . 

4. Author of first correct answer gets some flannel-lined coin envelopes, 

courtesy of P-W and E. Jon Hanson. 

5. Send your answers to Denis W. Loring, P.O. Box 161 , Back Bay 

Annex, Boston, Massachusetts, 02117. 


ACROSS: 

1 . Nichols find 

4. Rarest serial Draped Bust 

7. A year with two varieties, times 4 

9. Serial '98 with lowest CC, times '93 Cap with lowest CC . 
10. Something's missing on the reverse 
11 . Often collected by its die break variations 

12. Three types of edges 

13. Heavy break at ATES 

17. E cut over M 

19. Rim break under date 
21 . Last one of the year 

22. Reverse usually severely injured 

23. Marred field 

25. Single berry reverse, times 1 1 -P 
27. Egeria, times 28-Z 

29. Reverse always stronger than obverse 

30 . Double cut 6 


DOWN: 


1 . Commonest Draped Bust not in Doughty 

2. Double chin, times Nichols find 

3. Short bust 

4. Shattered obverse 

5. Two large dates, Iwo small dates 

6. Skewed fraction 

8. Sinking at date, some edge reeding 

9. Error fraction 

14. Heavily blunted obverse 

16. Comma variety 

17. L INERT Y variety, times Crossed E 

18. Rarely, two heavy obverse rim breaks 

19. Ver y highly desired 

20. First '96 Cap (careful. It's notS-81), times 70. 
21 . Only one of the year 

24. Rarest serial overdate of the year 

26. Weak OF 

28. First one of the year 
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************* 

UPDATE ON HALF CENT INFORMATION 
Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 

In the November, 1973 issue of PENNY-WISE, I set forth a rarity and 
general Condition Census for half cents. In the past four years, there have 
been a number of changes which have come to my attention and to others and 
we are of the opinion that it is time now for a revision. 

The standards used for this update are the same as those used in the 
November, 1973 article, and the reader should refer to this article for those 
standards which were used. 

I wish to thank the following persons who have assisted me in the updating: 

W. K. Raymond 
Ricky Gross 
R. Tettenhorst 
Frank Wilkinson 
Jim McGuigan 
Gene Braig 


Jon Lusk 
Ron Guth 
Sam Ungar 
Bill Weber 
Tom Katman 
Garvin Goodridge 


W. R, T. Smith 
Joe Kane 
Jules Reiver 
Bob Yuell 
John Cogan 
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rarity and condition census 


1793 


1794 


NOVEMBER 1977 


* Denotes Change in Rarity from 
AMERICAN HALF CENTS 


(u) Denotes Variety or Subvariety not Listed in AMERICAN HALF CENTS 


CMM/A 

Rarity 

MS 

AUNC 

EF 

W 

_F 


_G 

FR 

Unknown 

1 

3* 

3 

2 

2+- 







2 

3 

3 

3 

1+ 







3 

3 

4 

2 

1 + 







4 

3 

3 

4+ 








la 

3 

1 

4 

2+ 







lb 

7 




3 

2 

1 

1 


1 

2a 

2 


3 

4+ 







2b 

7 


1 



1 


2 

2 

2 

3a 

6 




3 

3 

1+ 




3b 

8(u) 





1 





4a 

3* 

4 

2 

1+ 







4b 

8(u) 





2 





5a 

4* 

1 


2 

4+ 






5b 

8(u) 




1 






6 

6 




2 

6 





6b 

8(u) 





1 





7 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3+ 





8 

5* 


1 

1 

3 

2+ 





9 

2 

3 

2 

2+ 
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CMM# 

Rarity 

2 

MS 

AUNG 

EF 

VF 

F 

VG 

G 

FR 

Unknown 

1795 

1 

6 

1+ 









2a 

3 

4 

1 

1 

1+ 







2b 

7 

1 

1 


1 

5 

1 


2 



3 

5* 


1 

2 

2 

2+ 






4 

3 

1 

6 









5a 

4 

1 

1 

5+ 








5b 

5 

1 

2 

1 

3+ 







6a 

2 

3 

4 









6b 

6* 




2 

2 

3+ 




1796 

1 

6 

3 



1 

3+ 






2 

5 

7 









1797 

1 

2 

3 

4+ 









2 

4 

2 

3 

2+ 








3a 

4 


1 

3 

3+ 







3b 

5 



1 

6+ 







3c 

7 






3 

4 

2 


1800 

1 

2 

7+ 

J.802 

1 

6* 




1 

5 

1+ 





2 

3 



1 

6+ 






1803 

1 

1 

6 

1+ 









2 

5 


1 

1 

5+ 







3 

1 

7+ 










4 

3* 

4 

3+ 
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Rarity 


AUNG 

W 

_F 

1804 1 

3* 

2 

2 

3+ 



VG G FR 


Unknown 


2 7* 


2 12 1 


3 


(Doubtful as a Variety) 
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1808 


1809 


1810 


1811 


1825 


1826 


1828 


1829 


OP# Rarity 
1 7 * 


MS AUNG W _Z Unknown 

not 

1 121 verifl 


2 


3 



3 3 


3 1 

7 + 

1 6 * 

2 3 * 

3 1 * 

4 3 

5 1 

6 1 * 

2 2 1 2 + 

2 5 + 

7 + 

6 1 + 

7 + 

7 + 

1 2 * 

7 + 

1 4 

2 3 

115 + 
1 6 + 

1 3 * 

2 1 

5 2 + 

7 + 

1 1 

2 3 

7 + 

4 3 

1 3 

2 2 

3 1 

6 1 + 

5 2 + 

7 + 

1 1 

7 + 
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1831 


1832 


1833 

1834 

1835 

1849 

1850 

1851 


1853 

1854 

1855 

1856 

1857 


GMT# Rarity * ^ AUNG ^ ^ _J5 ZS Unknowt 


1 7 

13 3 4 

1 2 * 

2 1 

3 1 

7 + 

7 + 

6 1 + 

1 1 

7 + 

1 1 

7 + 

1 1 
2 1 

7 + 

7 + 

1 2 

7 + 

1 2 

7 + 

1 1 

7 + 

1 1 

7 + 

1 1 

7 + 

1 1 

7 + 

1 1 

7 + 

1 2 

7 + 
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HALF CENT CATALOGUE SALES: ADDENDA SECUNDA 

Milton B. Pfeffer 

The following is a continuation of the article appearing in the September 
issue of PENNY-WISE: 

1805 G-1 , C-1 . Frequently offered as Uncirculated. I now have a record 
of 48 sales, but have no way of knowing how many individual coins are involved. 

1805 G-3, C-3. One of the F. R. Alvord specimens, probably lot 121 , 
was resold by Wayte Raymond in his sale of November 20, 1945, as lot 29, 
graded VG . It is not uncommon to find specimens of this variety where the en- 
tire right side of the reverse is definitely sharper than the entire left side, as 
if a line had been drawn down the coin from north to south. Other specimens 
have been described as showing reverse weakness merely in the left center. 

1 806 G-1 , C-1 . The E-to-leaf flaw is not seen if the coin has been lightly 
struck, since long— continued die wear has nearly obliterated it. 

1806 G— 2, C— 2. The reverse die, in its late use in this variety, remains 
unbroken, since it was seen in an unbroken condition when used to strike the 
later variety, 1806 C-1 (not in Gilbert) . 

1806 G-3, C-4. In addition to the die flaw to the right of T in CENT, 
mentioned by Pros key, there is a flawed dentil on the obverse to the left of I 
in LIBERTY. It looks like the start of a small break from the dentil, but it is 
not a break. Early state coins show the flaw • 

There are other minute spines, in addition to the long one from the top of 
the fourth outside leaf on the right. They are: (1) from tip of leaf through first 
or lower berry, outside, on the left; (2) on the inside of the wreath, immediately 
to the right of the berry; and (3) from tip of leaf through the second or upper 
berry on the outside of the left branch of the wreath. 

These three small thorns are a convenient way of determining whether or 
not a coin has been sharply struck. If not sharp, they are hard to find. They 
are also helpful in determining if the coin is an early state one, or not, since 
the thorns are sharpest in the early state and become worn away with use. 

In the early state of the obverse die, the top three leaves on the left show 
weakness first. The next to weaken are the top leaves on the right, followed 
by the lower leaves on the right, opposite ICA. Of all the reverse letters, 

ES of STATES weaken earliest, S first and then E, especially the lower part. 

1806 C-3, not in Gilbert. F rein k Wilkinson tells me that Bill Raymond 
saw a specimen with an unbroken reverse. 

1 808 G- 2, c- 3. Early state examples exist without obverse rusting in 
the fields between rim and face, and left of hair ribbon. (Stack s sale of 
March 11-12, lot 1 .) 
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1809 G-3, C-2 . Another Unc. offering was made in Wayte Raymond’s 
sale of November 20, 1945, lot 34. There is a report of one example of this 
variety having a small reverse cud near D. 

1809 G-4, C-3 . The borders are weak, especially at the top and right, 
due in part to rim crumbling which conceals some of the rim breaks. Aside 
from this, specimens are seen that are weakly struck over-all, and some that 
are sharp, except for the borders . 1 have not been able to relate this to any 

particular die state. Indeed, I have seen examples exhibiting substantially 
similar die states, yet varying in strength of impression. 

1 81 1 G-1 , C-2 . The obverse in its early state is sharper than the reverse 
(NN 61st sale 118; and Bowers 8 Ruddy sale of May 5-6, 1977, lot 1110) due 
to re-lapping of the reverse die and die wear. Early state coins are evenly 
struck (Brobston-Miles 33). In later states, clash marks are seen behind the 
head (Ruby 269), appearing before the reverse die breaks, and they are also 
seen along with the reverse breaks (NN 61st sale 118). 

The reverse die in its early state is peripherally weak over UNITED ST, 
but not over AMERICA (Brobston-Miles 33; NN 61 st sale 1 1 8) . The weakness 
over UNITED ST is not as bad as it is in the very late state 1811 G-2 strikes, 
where the massive break over the four stars on the left takes up some of the 
metal. Generally, the reverse die is weaker than the obverse. The fact that 
this variety continues to be weak on the left, even though the reverse die is 
now paired with a new, unbroken obverse, means that some reverse deteriora- 
tion has occurred, perhaps in the form of warping. The occasional weakness 
on the right over AMERICA, which was also seen (sometimes) in the earlier 
1 81 1 G-2 strikes, must mean that the reverse die became rather shallow in 
that area, as a result of polishing and wear, so that a weak strike is especially 
noticeable over AMERICA. 

In its late state, the reverse die is cracked in two places: (1) from rim to 
tops of OF (Fenn 22); and (2) from the left end of the dash to the leaf below 
(Fenn 22). It is not known which crack appeared first. In addition, there may 
be some rim crumbling at the left (NN 59th sale 1143). 

1 81 1 G-2, C-1 . The early obverse die state shows an unbroken die, with 
strong dentilation (Ryder 303), With use, a line crack appears from the rim 
under the first star, running upwards through the first four stars, and out to 
the rim again. Frank Wilkinson discovered that after a while another line crack 
occurs from the second star to the rim, and a small break-out barely starts at 
the crack below the first star. The dentils in the area of the first three stars 
weaken markedly. Terminally, a break-out to the rim occurs, involving the 
first two stars, the breakout being merely an extension of the incipient cud be- 
low the first star; and this is followed, almost immediately, by the well-known 
foul — star break-out to the rim . 

The early state reverse shows strong dentilation and some striations, the 
result of die polishing (Ryder 303 and NN 56th sale 445). The reverse is not 
as sharp as the obverse. In its later state, the leaves are more blunt. The 
obverse crack probably causes the peripheral reverse weakness over UNITED 
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ST. But there must be some die warping as well, since left-sided weakness 
is also apparent in the later 181 1 G-1 use of this die with a new, unbroken 
obverse. Also, some peripheral weakness is seen, at times, on the right, 
over AMERICA (L . Merkin '73 and '74, September 18, 1968). This might be 
the result of a lighter-than-normal strike with a reverse die that has become 
shallow in that area as the result of polishing and wear. When the two-star 
and four-star break-outs occur, the left-sided weakness is more pronounced. 

Walter Breen, in his ENCYCLOPEDIA OP U.S. AND COLONIAL PROOE 
COINS, says that the Mickley 2097-Cleneay 1961 -Ryder 303 was sold to the 
Norweb collection. He describes it as evidencing the earliest die state and is 
struck from brilliantly polished dies. The Brobston specimen, he adds, is 
"not of the same quality" . 

1825 G-1 , C— 2. The small line break from the 12th star to a dentil comes 
first (Stack's 2, March 11-12, 1 977) . Next, the die breaks at the top of the 
head near the third curl and moves upwards, to the right. Lastly, there 
appears a faint crack from the left border.to the front of the hair, which later 
becomes the famous bisecting crack, crossing the hair and reaching the 
border on the right. 

1825 G-2, 0-1 . The following two Unc. offerings should be added to the 
13 previously listed; T. L. Elder 680 (October 17, 1931 , "Estate collection") 
and Wayte Raymond 39 (November 20, 1945). The Wayte Raymond example 
was described as proof-like, and the Ben Dreiske example (mentioned in an 
earlier article) was described as semi-proof, so they may be the same coin. 

1 826 G-1 , C-1 . The obverse die first cracks from point of bust through 
the first star to the rim, and (probably) a second break appears from the 
second star into the first star and on towards the bust-to-rim crack (Stack's, 
March 11-12, 1977, lot 3). This later extends up to the third and fourth stars. 

From among a great many Unc. offerings, one might note Wayte Raymond's 
lot 20, November 20, 1945, described as "superb". 

1 826 G-2, C-2. There is a small projection or flaw on the top of C and 
another on the top of E (both in CENT), which appear to me to be die flaws. 

They are seen again in 1828 G-2, C-1 , where they are the same size. They 
might have been caused in the same way that the thorns were produced. 

1828 G-2, C-1 . The late state crack from the upright of E in CENT to 
the left foot of A in HALF must not be confused with the small flaw on top of 
the E in CENT, which is located roughly in the middle of the top of E. The 
flaw is similar to the one at the top of C in CENT . 

1834 G-1 , C-1 . It is difficult to find a clear pattern of deterioration in 
the reverse die, either in this variety, or in 1833 G-1 . An examination of the 
half cents of these Iwo years, of approximately equal states of preservation 
and strength of impression, fails to reveal any fading of the marks showing the 
re-cutting of H and C in HALF CENT. Not until the third use of this die to 
strike 1835 G-2, C-1 does the re-cutting of C become fainter. 
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The clash marks on the reverse that were first seen in 1 833 G-1 might 
have been polished away before the die was used again in 1834. G. R. Ross' 
description of the reverse die - even though he was unaware of the fact that he 
saw specimens of this 1834 variety with an unclashed reverse. The second 
die state would be the one where a set of clash marks has appeared, including 
a line running through the bottom of the highest berry to a leaf on the right. 

A third die state is discernible by additional marks, including another line a 
little below the earlier one and running through the second highest berry, which 
is to the left of the highest berry. 

Comm. Eaton's report of recut letters in the legend, both in 1834 (TA of 
STATES) and also in 1833 (AME, I, and CA), is erroneous . I am certain that 
only raindom doubling was seen by Comm. Eaton, not actual re-cutting, which 
would be proof of a different die state. 

Re-cut letters in the legend do not seem to occur until this reverse was 
used in 1835 G-2, C-1 when the bottoms of OF and AM are re-cut (according 
to Gilbert), probably on the late state of the die. 

I previously reported a weak E in CENT, as shown in the photo of the AU 
example sold in the Cleveland Coin Auctions sale of March 7-8, 1964, lot 49. 
Recently, I saw the same weak E in the Unc. specimen sold by Coin Galleries 
under lot 499 in their sale of February 22, 1977. It is tempting to suppose 
that this weakness is the result of further die wear. But then we see a softly 
struck N in Superior's sale of the Dr. W. L. Crouch collection, lot 651 , June 
13-16, 1977, where the E is not particularly weak. 

In addition, when this reverse was used still later in 1835 G-2, neither 
the E nor the N of CENT is weak, or re-punched. It would seem, therefore, 
that the occasional weakness of those letters might be due to a transient 
phenomenon, such as the "filling" of a letter in the working die by foreign matter. 

1 835 G-2, C-1 . Although G. R . Ross said the H, F, and C in HALF 
CENT are always seen re-cut (in this variety, as well as in 1833 G-1 and 
1834 G-1), I do not believe that the F is re-cut, only the H and C. The re- 
cutting of C, at the upper serif, is now less sharp than it formerly was. 

Conclusion 

In bringing this series to a close, I wish to acknowledge the help of my 
son, Robbie, now at Brown University, who worked with me and was really my 
silent partner in this endeavor. Also, I want to thank my correspondents for 
the information they have given me, which I incorporated in this series of 
articles. I have tried scrupulously to give them credit for the data they supplied, 
but I may have been remiss, here and there, for which I am truly sorry. 

Finally, over the years that this research was going on, I have come to 
understcind better the work done by Dr. Warren Lapp in editing PENNY-WISE. 

It ain't always beer and skittles. Much of the job involves just plain drudgery, 
and every so often it produces real anxiety of the sort we can all do without. 

So last, but not least, my thanks must also go to our Editor for being able to 
put up with it all, and put out this "journal of opinion". 
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AN OPEN LETTER TO EAO MEMBERS 


Dwight W. Hostetler 

For many years, I have enjoyed coin collecting as a hobby; but I have had 
the pleasure of being an EAO member only for the past several years . I wish 
to relate to you a pleasurable experience which I had while attending a small 
coin bourse at Mishawaka, Indiana this past weekend of December 11 . 

Earlier that day, my wife and I had attended a large antique show at South 
Bend. Leaving early, we stopped on our way home at the coin show in 
Mishawaka where a small group of area dealers hold a monthly bourse. 

I soon located a nice 1794 large cent which I contemplated purchasing. 
While admiring the coin and trying to attribute it without the benefit of PENNY 
WHIMSY, I happened to glaince to my right where I noticed a familiar face. It 
was our knowledgeable and friendly EAC treasurer, John D. Wright. I 
promptly enlisted his help in attributing, grading, and evaluating a S-72 
which I proceeded to purchase, thereby making my day complete. 

Of all my coin-related affiliations, I truly value my EAC membership the 
highest. 

THE $15,000. HALF CENT 
Chuck Heck 

The October 29, 1977 issue of NUMISMATIC NEWS and the November 30 
issue of COIN WORLD each carried stories of the regional EAC meeting 
which I hosted. Unfortunately, the stories contained several inaccuracies 
which in no way were the fault of either newspaper. 

As every EAC member knows, a 1795 Cohen-6a half cent is not a rare 
variety. There are several hundred known to be exteint, and the rarity rating 
is given as 2. The previously-published stories were written by a non-member 
of EAC who attended the meeting as a guest. He is also the owner of the half 
cent in question . The reported value of $1 5,000. for the half cent was not 
determined by a consensus of EAC members attending the meeting, but rather 
by an ovei — imaginative mind of a non-specialist in the field, ’nuff said. 

PENNY-WISE MAKES THE CRCSSWCRDS 

The Sunday Crossword Puzzle in the New York TIMES for November 27, 
was entitled "Penny-Wise". The puzzle was cleverly constructed, using many 
words containing the letters CENT, e.g. perCENTage, liCENTious, etc. In 
each case, instead of using four blocks for the letters CENT, only one was 
provided and the $ sign was used to represent them. I am sure that EACers 
who are crossword puzzle fans and who saw and worked the puzzle found it to 
be a very interesting one, indeed. 
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"When you think COPPER think FUR J ANIC' 


CHUCK FURJANIC 


DEALER IN COINS 

COIN SHOP 412-521-1827 

1827 Murray Av«. Squirrel Hill, Pa. 15217 


A.N.A. LIFE MEMBER NO. 1109 E.A.C. NO. 240 


SPECIAUZING IN EARLY U.S. COPPER 
Buy Sell Trade 
ESTATE APPRAISALS 
INVESTMENT PORTFOUOS 


STOP BY tlY TABLE AT THE 
LA.C. CONVENTION W LA. 
AND *122 A.N.A. CONVENTION 
COLORADO SPRINGS. 


WE WILL BE OFFE^/A/5 CEWTS TRoiM THE ^ECEVTIV 

PO^OtASED HERgeRr SHlsmA/O dDU££TlOM fls WBLi. AS ouR 
i^EGULflR iA\/eNT0Z.9. BELcuo Ase LihTeP SEueieAi. scAeee/z 


\/f^RlTl(rs /AJ STocK , 

^oK 

A CO^PteTT US>mG Fue^ZE 

UJf^iTE . 

S-3 

CHOICE A&-3 


Too oo 

S-IIB 

Pi/Met /S' 

390.00 

S-8 

EK. DAV/S (SiPAIlleS 

XP 40 

3000-00 

)797 

NC^ Good 4 

Gco.oo 

S- 2Z 

cMfWM- Hmies 

VP3S 

itSo.oo 

S-/88 

Good 4a 

3oo.oo 

S' 3/ 

X.P AO 


9SO. oo 

5- 169 

VG ■ 7 N/c€ 

750.00 

5-34 

MG- 10 


^so.oo 

l6oo 

A/C-3 Good S 

/ 450.00 

S 4S 

pNiE" /2 


3-50.00 

5-/95' 

P /2 i/iTr 

22S-00 

S-47 

VP 30 


450.00 

5- 205 

Vf-dS LATE 

3SO.OO 

S ' SO 

\/6 10 


225.00 

S ' 2/e 

Good (d 

d> 25.00 

S' (o(o 

Good 4 


ASO OO 

S-Z23 

VP 30 

ZSO.OO 

s- 7/ 

zo/ 

30 

Asooo 

%-24! 

XP 45^ 

475.00 

S - 

X VF 2S- 


490. OQ 

S- Z4fi 

VP ZO 

1 9o . OO 


NC-I Good 4 


ASo.oq 

i8’03 AJC'I QooD 4 

325.00 

I19i 

/VC-4 Gcob ^ 


500 . oo 

S-2.7Z 

P65 

300.00 



JON HANSON Box 5499, Beverly Hills, California, 90210 or 

c/o New Netherlands Coin Co,, Inc., 1 W. 47th Street, New York City 

NY 10036 

WANTED; United States half cents , including; Finest Knowns, 
extreme rarities, high Condition Census specimens, true Mint 
State examples prior to 1809, and an 1 81 1 in GEM or true Unc. 

All correspondence cheerfully answered. Theink you. 

DAVID SONDERMAN Box 1070 New Haven, Connecticut 06504 

WANTED TO BUY - all Colonial and early American coins, especially 
state coinages. Rare or common, cind quantity. Also need numismatic 
literature pertaining to Colonials. 

FOR SALE - send for my most recent list of Colonial coins and currency. 

************************************* ********************* ******** 

* BUYING UNITED STATES HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS 

* HIGHEST PRICES PAID 

* 

* we have a great need for better grade Early and Late Date large 

* cents and half cents . Proper attributions and grading necessary. 

* Please bear in mind that we are dealers and that the coins are for re- 

* sale. You may ship directly to us for our offer or to our beink. Write 

* for details concerning the latter method. 

* FIRST COINVESTORS, INC. 

* 200 I. U. Willets Road 

* Albertson, N^ York 11 507 

* lie******************************************************************** 

:|c:|c*:|c*4:****^** 

SPECIAL OFFER TO EAC MEMBERS 

Over the years we have been friends with many if not most EAC club 
members. Perhaps you are already acquainted with our "Rare Coin Review" 
(issued several times a year), our "special Coin Letter" (issued about ten 
times a year), and the auction catalogues produced by our division, the 
American Auction Association, Inc. If not, we would like to make this special 
offer to you; We will send you without charge or obligation of any kind our 
latest large illustrated catalogue. Each issue contains many different United 
States colonial coins, half cents, large cents, and other interesting pieces. 

To receive your copy simply write "send me a free copy of your latest 
catalogue per your special EAC offer " on a note or postcard and send it to us. 
Your catalogue will be sent by return mail ! 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc., 6922 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, CA 90028 
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********** ***********ih*** 


SWAPS & SALES 


T. D. HOWE P. O. Box 19027 Houston, TX 77024 

I offer for sale the following EAC’s 


1793 

S-2 

VF or better for wear with unusually nice edge - 




no nicks or dents-but badly pitted - 

Overall VG-10 

950.00 

1 793 

S-9 

LDS Scratches obverse & reverse with edge 




damage - 

Overall G-5 

225.00 

1 793 

S-10 

Fine for wear but rough surface & a few 





edge dings 


VG-8 

400.00 

1794 

S-44 

Edge damage 


VG-8 

35.00 

1795 

S-76a 

Rough with a few edge nicks 


VG-8 

115.00 

1795 

S-76b 

Rough surface 


F-15 

100.00 

1 796 

S-81 

Nice smooth planchet but ONE CENT weak 

F-15 

125.00 

1796 

S-110? 

Rough with scratch on reverse 


VG-7 

50.00 

1 797 

S-121b 



F-15 

110.00 

1798 

S-165 

Perfect reverse 


VG-10 

60.00 

1798 

S-1 77 

Graded by Mrs . Paschal VF-25 less 1 0 





for corrosion 


F-15 

195.00 

1 801 

S-219 

Bought as VG but it isn't. Porous 


G-5 

30.00 

1801 

S-221 



VF-20 

115.00 

1801 

S-223 



F-1 5/1 2 

45.00 

1803 

S-249 



VF-20 

135.00 

1803 

S-2 65 



VF-25 

260.00 

1807 

S-274 

Almost condition census 


VF-25 

130.00 

1808 

S-277 

Reverse stain (a) D 


F-15 

75.00 

1808 

S-279 

Cleanly worn - no damage 


VG-10 

35.00 

1809 

S-280 



VG-8 

120.00 

1 81 0/9 

S-281 



F-15 

55.00 

1 81 1 /I 0 

S-286 



VF-25 

250.00 

1811 

S-287 



VG-10 

70.00 

1812 

S-289 

Few scratches 


VF-20 

75.00 

1 813 

S-293 



F-15 

90.00 

1 820 

N-13 



MS-60+ 

270.00 

1 824/22 

N-1 



VF-30? 

75.00 

1831 

N-11 



VF-35 

50.00 

1836 

N-6 



XF-45 

65.00 

1 839/36 

N-1 

State III w/bisecting crack 

VF- 

20 plus 

350.00 

1 839 T-38 N-3 



AU-50 

100.00 

1 839 

N-10 



VF-25 

30.00 

1 839 T-40 N-8 



VF-30 

40.00 

1845 

N-9 



XF-45 

40.00 

1 851 /81 

N— 3a 



F-1 2 

20.00 

1 856 LD 

N-9 - 1 1 



XF-40 

45.00 

1 857 LD 

N-1 



VF-35 

60.00 

1 857 SD 

N-2 



F-1 2 

30.00 
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WILLIAM R.T. SMITH 


P . O . Box 51 4 


Wilmette, Illinois 60091 


FOR SALE: Large Cents - Mostly 1 794*s - These were fully described in 

am advertisement last issue from which quite a few were sold. 


S-18a 

G6 

1750 

S-42 

VF25+ 

500. 

S-60 

VF35 

850 

S-22 

EF40 

550 

S-44 

VF35+ 

650. 

S-64 

VF25 

800 

S-23 

VG10 

275 

S-45 

VG10 

300. 

S-65 

FI 5 

250 

S-34 

FI 2 

2000 

S-47 

FI 2 

200. 

S-67 

VF30- 

300 

S-36 

FI 5 

700 

S-52 

VG10 

1000. 




S-37 

FI 2+ 

7000 

S-54 

VF35 

850. 

S-206 

VF25 

150 

S-38 

FI 5+ 

800 

S-56 

VF35 

1000. 

S-269 

VF30 

150 

S-41 

VF25 

500 

S-58 

FI 5 

200. 

S-286 

VF25+ 

375 




***** 

* * * * 

* * * * 




ROY RAUCH 

P 

. O . Box 224 


Bellerose, 

N. Y. 11426 


MAIL 

BID - 

closes 

Februciry 28, 

1978 






Half Cents 

1. 1794 G-4 XF-40 detail but with the ever present planchet pits. 

Overall VF-30. 

2. 1805 G-2 NiceXF-40+ 

3. 1807 Nice VG-10 

4. 1809 G4 

5. 1835 MS -60 

6. 1848 Original ex Century sale, there graded V.F. but much undergraded, 

actually full sharpness but file marks on edge and a few 
light cuts on face, probably ex. Atwater as A.U. 

9. 1853 XF-45+ 

1 0. 1 856 MS-60+ red 

Large Cents 

11. 1793 S -6 VF-20 very clean 

12. 1794 S-50 R5+ VG1 0 

13. 1794 S-55 XF-45 detail, dark&v. lightly porous 

ex. H. Chapman with Chapman box, overall VF30+ 

14. 1796 S-85 F-12 one Rev. nick 

15. 1803 S-245 AU-50 

FOR SALE: Woodwards 40th sale June 24, 1881 $3.50 

************* 

JON HANSON Box 5499, Beverly Hills CA 90210 or c/o New 

Netherlands Coin Co., Inc., 1 West 47th Street, NYC, NY 10036 

FOR SALE - SPECIAL COTTON-LINED COIN ENVELOPES 

These envelopes fit perfectly inside 2x2 standard coin envelopes. 
$9.50 per hundred; $55. per thousand - postpaid. 

************* 
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RAY CHATHAM 


Box 1 5007 


Winston-Salem, N. C. 27103 


To all EAC members who sent in orders: 

Please accept my apologies for the mistakes aind mis- 
attributions . Outside of those, the ad were a great 
success . Happy New Year to All ! 

I plan to advertise Late Date Uncs. in the March P-W! 

MARC SCHOENBRUN 1 460 East 8th Street Brooklyn, NY 11230 

WANTED: U.S. half cents - particularly rarities and finest 

knowns, as well as Mint State coins from 1 793 
to 1808 only. Thank you. 

************* 

Editor’s note: Some six or seven ads for the January P-W were receivepl 

as late as January 4. They are being included in this issue although 
a deadline of December 31 had previously been posted. This causes 
undue hardship for our typist and printer and extra expense for P-W. 

In the future, any material postmarked after February 21 will be 
returned to the sender or held over until the next issue. Please take 
heed! 


************* 

CAM JANCEK & GREG KRILL Box 19532 San Diego, CA 92119 
N. Netherlands (Naftzger Sale) November 1 973 Photo PRL 7.50 


5/1 5/53 

3.00 

9/30/66 

Rise 

3.00 

1 0/24/56 Lohr 

3.00 

1 0/27/66 

Watson 

3.00 

1 2/1 4/63 

3.00 

1 /27/67 

Arnel 

3.00 

2/1 4/64 

3.00 

2/24/67 

Laconte 

3.00 

5/1/64 Word 

4.00 

3/24/67 

Nicholson 

3.00 

2/4/65 Stadiem 


6/2/67 

Dines 

2.50 

(front cover 

torn) 2.00 

3/7/69 

Rawls 

2.50 

5/6/65 Pierce 

4.00 

1 2/1 2/70 

Alto 

2.50 

3/27/65 

3.00 

2/4/72 

Turrini 

2.50 

9/1 7/65 

3.00 

3/2/73 

Smith 

2.50 

1 1 /22/65 Ewalt 

3.00 

1 0/24/73 

Scanlon 

3.00 

12/10/65 Kingman 

3.00 

9/1 3/74 

Steckler 

2.50 

2/4/ 66 Bartl ett 

3,00 

3/8/74 

Speir 

2,50 

3/25/66 

3.00 

2/4/76 

Tad (large cents) 

3.00 

4/21/66 Bolt 

4.00 




6/10/66 Miller 

3.00 





ANA 1 952 (Large Cents) PR 15.00 
1973 4.00 
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GORDON WRUBEL Box 1 2506 Overland Park, KS 66212 

91 3-649-2582 


1 793 

1^ cent 

Gilb. 4, 

C-1 

G-4 



495. 

1 808 

% cent 

Gilb. 2, 

C-3 

G-5 



15. 

1794 

cent 

S-1 8b 


AG -3 



97. 

ft 

It 

S-29 


VF-35 



375. 

ft 

If 

S-62 


VG-7 



75. 

If 

ff 

S-70 


VF-25 



250. 

1 795 

"Jefferson Heac 

1" 

VF-35 Electro 


235. 

1796 


S-86 


VG-1 0/4 



77. 

1798 


S-1 81 

beautiful 

VF-35 



395. 

1 800/79 

S-1 94 

Ex. Dip 

MS-65 



2350. 

1 800 


S-202 

Choice 

VF-25 

Super Late 







Die State 

185. 

1803 


S-260 


AU-55 



495. 

1 81 9/8 

N-1 


EF-45 



65. 

1 820/1 9 

N-3 


VF-30 



35. 

1820 


N-1 1 


VF-20+ 



17. 

1822 


N-1 1 


VG-8 



6. 

1 825 


N-3 


VG-10 



7. 

1826 


N-1 


VF-25 



25. 

1 831 


N-1 2 


VF-25 



20. 

1 845 


N-10 


MS-65 



265. 

1 851 /81 

N-3z 


MS-60 



185. 

1854 




AU-55 



49. 

1 855 


N-10 " 

Italic 5's" 

F-15 



9. 

#4 Jeweler's 

Brushes 

$5. P.P. 








:|c % % :fc 


* 



DENIS 

W. LORING 

P.O. Box 161 

Back Bay Annex 

Boston 

, Mass. 02117 

1 793 

S-llb 

BS-1 

75. 

1 798 S 

-156 

BS-1 clean 35. 

1794 

S-19a 

VG-7 

300. 

S 

-163 

F-15 

110. 


S-38 

VG-7 

, ex 

S 

-165 

VF-25 

, CC 300 . 




Dupont 150. 

S' 

-183 

G-6 

110. 


S-45 

VG-7 

135. 

1 800 S' 

-195 

F-1 5, 

CC 250 . 

Stars ! 

S-48 

VG-7 

2000. 

1801 S' 

-21 5 

G-6 

30. 


S-53 

G-4 

350. 

1802 S- 

-235 

F-1 2 

45. 


S-54 

VF-35, CC 650. 

S' 

-239 

F-15 

45. 


S-61 

F-15 

150. 

1 803 S' 

-260 

VF-20 

75. 


S-68 

VG-8 

1 50. 

1814 S' 

-295 

F-1 2 

35. 


S-76a 

F-15 

300. 





1 797 

S-122 

VG-7 

100. 






Wants lists are invited. I never know what’s going to turn up. 
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Paid Advertisement 


AMERICAN HALF CENTS 

the 

"Little Half Sisters" 

"The standard reference on U. S. Half Cents." 

Penny-Wise 3/1 5/72 

The interesting story of these "half sisters" of the large cent, with new 
material and interpretations from date in The National Ai^chives . 

Fully illustrated with 192 photographs of all known varieties and the 
more well-known die states. 

Quick, easy and positive identification of the ninety-six known varieties. 

All members of the EAC should have a copy. There are many rare 
varieties that are worth from two to eight times catalogue. 

Regular price $15.00. 

Special to EAC members (10% off) $13.50 postpaid. 

Order your copy from: 

Rogers. Cohen, Jr., EAC #1 88 
4720 Montgomery Lame 
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 

TOM MORLEY Box 31 82 Cocoa, Florida 32922 

WANTED TO BUY: Auction Catalogs Write and quote. 

Helfenstein, Miles, Holmes, Williams, Earle, H. C. Miller, 

Zabriskie, Borcky, Ryder, Sargeant, and Max Mehl, April 1947. 

************* 

****************************************j|c*:),*:|,**j),^*;^**:^^j(.^^j^^^^^^^^^^^ 

ROD BURR ESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

FOR SALE OR TRADE: Complete sets of PENNY-WISE by 

photocopy. Proportionate prices for partial sets or single issues. 

Will accept large cents in trade. Write for details. 

Editor's Note; This is a non-profit service which Rod provides for 
members, new and old, who wish to complete or supplement their 
present holdings of P-W. I don't know how he does it, but P-W is 
most grateful to him for his efforts! 

************************************************:|c******:f;:|c«:|c*******:|c** 


************* 
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CATALOGUES FOR SALE; Prices include postage and insurance: 


others available, ■ 

write: J 

. Roger Persichilli, 810 Lower Ferry Road 

9 

Trenton, New Jersey 08628 

(* indicates PRL included) 


A.N.A. Sales: 


MISC. 

Sales: 


1 950-Milwaukee 

$1 1 

Chapman: 6/26/18 C.S. Bement, 


1 951 -Phoenix 

1 1 


large cat. * 

$38 

1952-N.Y. City 

21 

Paramont: 4/30/65 Century Sale 

11 

1 954-Cleveland * 

1 2 


4/6/66 Grand Central 

8 

1 959-Portlcind 

7 

Kelly: 

4/26/57 

5 

1 962-Detroit * 

8 


2/24/65 

5 

1 964— Cleveland 

8 

Mehl: 

6/23/36 Morse, Faelten &Todd* 

15 

1 968-San Diego * 

10 


6/15/43 Albert A. Grinnell * 

30 

1970-St. Louis 

8 


11/7/44 Fred E. Olsen 

35 

1971 -Wash., D.C. 

8 


5/23/50 J . D . Kerns 


1 972-New Orleans 

7 


(Golden Jubilee) * 

35 



Pine Tree: 2/15/75 E.A.C. Conv. 

9 




4/28/75 extensive colonials 

6 

Stacks: 



Stacks: 


1/20/38 Reinhold Faelten 

$35.00 

3/2/63 and 1 0/30/64 * $ 

5,00 

3/23/44 Col. J.W. Flanagan* 

25.00 

6/20/63 G.O. Walton duplicates* 

5.00 

12/7/44 J. F. Bell * 


20.00 

1 0/2/63 George O . Walton * 

15.00 

10/22/45 E. M. Wharton* 

1 7.00 

2/24/67 and 9/1 1 /64 

5.00 

1 2/1 5/45 G . H . Hall * 


20.00 

5/6/65 Grant Pierce* 

5.00 

1 2/1 3/47 Theodore Grand * 

12.50 

4/30/64 Philip H .Ward * 

12.50 

1/22/53 F.S. Guggenheimer 

7.50 

1 0/22/65* and 1 1 /22/65* 

5.50 

4/8/54 Davis-Graves * 

15.00 

12/10/65* and 2/4/66* 

5.50 

1 954 DuPont I and I I * 


32.00 

9/30/66 and 9/29/67 

5.00 

5/6/55 Dr. Glifford E, Smith 

6.00 

4/27/67 Bernard L . Copeland * 

6.00 

11/11 /55 Parish Baldenhofer * 

8.50 

6/2/67 and 1 2/7/67 

4.50 

4/23/55 and 1 2/1 4/63 


5.00 

1 /31 /69* and 3/7/69* 

5.00 

5/4/56 Metrop. Num 

. Conv. 

5.50 

6/19/69* and 12/5/69* 

5.00 

10/24/56 Maj . Lenox 

Lohr 

5.00 

4/10/69 R.L. Miles, 


2/1/57 J.W. Schmandt* 

5.00 

PT, II*, copper 

8.00 

11/1 2/57 Empire Coll 

* 

7.00 

10/24/69 Gaston DiBello * 

5.00 

1 0/5/60 Milton A. Holmes * 

1 1 .00 

1970(9) of the 10 sales with PRL 

20.00 

5/5/61 * and 1 2/1 4/62 


5.00 

1971(6) of 9, all PRL, with ANA 

1 7.00 

4/26/62 Metrop. Num. 

Conv. * 

5.00 

1 972(7) of 8, all with PRL 

15.00 

1 962/63 S . W . Wolfson 

I & II * 

22.00 

1 973 complete 9, with PRL 

20.00 




1 974-75 (16) of 1 9, with PRL 

28.00 


27 different Stack's catalogues from 1969 through 1974 $40.00 

25 diff. Coin Galleries, most with PRL, (a subsidiary of Stacks) 50,00 

13 diff., as above, ,,, ,$26.00 #7, 8, or 9 NENA sales by stacks - each 4.00 

New Netherlands: 11.10/51 #35 D.C. Wismar $1 0.00; 4/24/54 #43 .. 10.00 

2/24/96 #48 20thAnniv., part priced $12.00 

6/12/57 #49 Louis Eliasberg duplicates, many rarities 15.00 

12/13/58 #52 Elliot Landau, part priced $12.00 
New Netherlands and Seaby 11/6/70 $5.00 

Stacks: Fixed Price Lists: 1945-46, 272pp. . .$1 0.00; 1970 1ist#76 ••• 3.00 

and Gold Goins of the World, list #66 $5.00 

Kreisberg & Schulman: Adolph Menjou Coll., 1/25/57 . . 


20.00 


^ .T- 
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